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ALGER HISS. This report will not include information concerning HISS* 
antecedents or his educational and professional background. With respect 
to this information, attention is directed to the report of Special Agent 
LAMBERT G. ZANDER, dated January 31, 1949, at Washington, D. C. in the 
instant matter. 



The files reflect that on a list furnished to the 
Attorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Housa 
of Representatives, of which the Honorable MARTIN DIES 7/as Chairman, the 
following information appeared? 

"ALGER HISS ' ' Legal Adviser, $5,800 

3415 Volta Place, N. W. * Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 

Member Washington Committee for Democratic Action 51 

In December 1941 an agent of this office contacted the 
DIES Committee, and ascertained that the, basis for placing HISS* name as a 
member of th^washi ngton- Committee foj yqfemocratic^Actlon.on the list furnished 
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on a list in the 
possession of the DIES •Committee entitled 'Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action**. No further information was available concerning this matter from' 
the DIES Committee. 


T-l advised the Washington Field Office that.the name 
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action; however, T-l advised that the name of Mrs. 
ALGER HISS, 3415 Volta Place, N. W. did appear in the active indices of that 
organisation. •. 

* 4 ' # 

T-2, who was an employee of the Department of State, 
advised that-he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a period of five years. 
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to 
cause him to doubt Mr. HISS* loyalty. T-2 stated that at one time he heard 
that Mr. HISS and his brother, DONAI^HISS, also an employee of the Department 
•of State, were classed as ’‘fellow travelers'*. Informant stated he was not 
aware of the basis for the allegations. He stated that Mr. HISS was at one 



- 2 - 


Kisseloff-11908 






time secretary, to the late Associate 'Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES of the 
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOLMES was considered "liberal” 
and added, "But what a'liberal". -In this connection, the informant stated 
in his opinion, Mr. HISS likely absorbed some’ of the beliefs of Justice 
HOLMES during his association, with him, and 'that if Mr. HOLMES is classed 
as "liberal", his "liberalism".is likely of-the' same quality. T-2 stated 
that it had been his observation that Mr.. HISS is a ’’stay at home", and 
does not get about as much as would be to his advantage. Informant knows 
of no activities of Mr. HISS away'from his office. He stated that Mr. 

HISS* wife is possibly "more liberal" than.her husband and nay possibly 
have membership in "liberal organizations 1 ?.' 

T-3,. who was an employee of the Department of State> 'advised 
that he was hot.well acquainted : with Mr. HISS, but that from hearsay and 
otherwise he is inclined to class’ Mr. • HISS as a "laski Socialist". 

, T-4, who was acquainted, with Mr.'HISS during the years 

from 1933 p° 1935) when he was employed, by the Agricultural Adjustment • 
Administration, described Mr.'HISS as being honorable in personal affairs, 
but intellectually'dishonest. The informant stated that Mr. HISS, together 
with LEJM’RESSMAN, GARDNE^JACKSON, FRAN^HEA and others, in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration/-interpreted the Agricultural Adjustment Act, hot 
in the spirit of the law, but in a manner which would suit their beliefs’and 
own private purposes. Informant stated that Hr. HISS and his associates sur¬ 
rounded themselves with employees in the Agricultural Adjustment Administra¬ 
tion of their .own -choosing, whom they knew would fall-in line with their social 
and economic theories. '.This informant stated that it was the definite purpose 
of this group to change our form of Government, and to use th.e instrumentality 
of the good offices of the Department of Agriculture to further their, purposes. 
The informant explained .that these individuals in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, instead of administering the law, as it .was intended, to protect 
■the interest- of tenant farmers, .deliberately used the Government’s time and 
money in an effort to unionize'share croppers and tenant farmers.. Informant 
stated that "there was- nothing of America—"My Country ’ ’Tis of Thee, in what 
those boys were doing." . . 

T-4 recalled bits of conversation which the informant 
stated passed between Mr. HISS, LEE PRESSMAN and others during this period. 


fc 
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Informant recalled that one of the persons involved had stated that the 
"Okies would be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor 
was their meat." Informant stated that the use of professional agitators 
was made in connection with the attempt to unionize share croppers* T~4- 
stated, that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning 
share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report 7/as considered 
a confidential report to which the public was not entitled* Shortly there** 
after, some 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture, 
in the nature of "demands" that this report be made public. Informant stated 
that the sources of - these communications were traced and were found to be 
organizations which could have no possible interest in the report, or information 
as to its existence, and in many cases it was found that fictitious return 
addresses had been used. T-4 stated concerning Mr.' HISS, "If he was not a 
Communist, he was a fello?/ traveler". Informant advised that Mr. HISS was 
one of the organizers of thefiXaw yers Guil d and stated that he possibly had 
"an overdose of Harvard". T-4 further’ stated that he' was "quite a Marxist". 
Informant stated that Mr. HISS was very, shrewd and that due to his shrewdness 
he was not included in the "purge" which took place in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in 1935<> ■ ■ 

/ 

In connection with the information stated above, and 
attributed to informant T-4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diary 
at the time the events stated above were alleged to have taken place. The 
diary records the impressions of informant at the time of the activities of 
Mr. HISS-and his associates. Quotations from this diary, which appeared'to • 
be indicative of the informant’s impressions are stated belows 

"Administrators,'who don’t happen to be lawyers are 
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possessed of 
appalling energy." 

"Meanwhile, men who have- never been closer to a farm 
than' the campus of Harvard or Columbia, may have flown to 
Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers—terribly 
worked up over their sad plight." 

"And if you go to the Capitol, you will find them like 
locusts swarming in Committee rooms—especially the 
Munitions Investigations Committee, Civil Liberties / 

Committee, etc." * 
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(, I am sick when I see at close range men using the 
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President, 
to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond 
their wildest dream. And do you think the group of 
whom I, speak could await the slow process of education 
in order to better conditions? That gives them a 
laugh.” 

"Honest men, in sympathy with the President's program, 
simply cannot conceive of the situation." 

**I have no quarrel with their being anything they want 
to be, but I do object to the mantle of democracy 
being used in the way it is. And I do object to the 
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers 
not of their own breed. And, as to Government service? 

They don't know what it means. Just say, as actually . 
happened, that such a thing could not be done. The 
question shot back promptly was, 'Why*? Because there 
is a law which prohibits it they were .told. The answer 
came, back promptly, 'Oh, we'il change that*. And, by 
golly, that's what they are .doing 1 *. 

For instances In the group were JEROME; FRANK, with 
three lieutenants, ALGER-HISS, LEE PRESSMAN., F RANK SH EA. 
These men, not Mr. FRANK, brought in a group of 
their own choosing.. I smile when I read of political 
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any 
Member of Congress even see JEROME FRANK,. because he 
might do what they wanted.” . 

~ x 

”1 begin to believe a few less.‘brilliant* lawyers, with 
some knowledge of agriculture, and a less socialistic 
viewpoint might have been able to produce laws just as 
unconstitutional.'* 

**Men credited with, advising the President, writing the 
lavra, administering them, are seizing the opportunity to 
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put forward their own half-baked ideasc That is being 
charitable to them. Some of them are deliberately trying 
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they ' 
are honest, but if so, why go to the trouble of being so 
plausible in disguising their motives that even sane, 
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? Why 
not say, what I’ve heard them say privately? ‘Labor should 
run the Government* said one] 'better for all industry if 
it were run by the .Government * .contributes another] and 
ever and always 'down with the profit motive*.** 

"When the so-called * purge* took place 1*11 admit I 
was stunned by its suddenness, but if CHSSTEg^E&VIS had 
not acted then, well, he would not have been'the CHESTER 
DAVIS whom I had known of for many years through my 
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a 
mere mortal, could have known all the behind~the scenes 
stuff. No one can work with an organization and betray 
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working 
with .JEROME FRANK would betray him - that is, except those 
in whom he placed most confidence - misguidedly. ' So, 

CJESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketchy idea of what' 
actually.happened. However, the day after the purge, 

JEROME FRANK’S lieutenants acted according to their 
temperaments'..- they ran true to form. PRESS - faced with 
no job, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing 
statement that he ’had been one of JEROME'S severest 
critics'- and therefore should be retained. HISS, more 
suave, who was in reality a more dangerous person than 
PRESSMAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed 
to retain his footing and became one of the lawyers most 
relied upon to go to the front - and how many fronts he 
is serving on is a tribute to the young man's amazing 
energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve." 

"Lets take these three men one at a time. First - ALGER 
HISS. *or months during 1934 he- served with the Munitions 
Investigation Committee - detailed from AAA. He worked 
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on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side 
directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Some 
of the work of the Munitions Committee found its way 
into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged 
in assisting, at a time when we were short of help. 

In the fall of 1934 he was very busy, all over the place, 
And when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long 
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of 
the work at the Capitol one of his trusted subordinates. 
HISS, it seemed, had impressed Chairman NYE - hence his 
selection for that work. Few people knew how close he 
was to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knowing 
that J EROME-FRAN K had never signed an opinion without 
ALGER’s Q.K. and moreover that JEROME signed many opinions 
without going into them fully, just listening to ALGER’S 
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROME had to stand 
the gaff while ALGER landed into the counsels of the mighty, 
I’m willing to give the young man credit for anything, in¬ 
eluding hypnotic powers.” 



’’ALGER HISS had a force working under him for a solid year 
to prove that all landlords were crooks - to stir up share¬ 
croppers, and as one agriculturist in a southern State 
.commented - ’into the opinions of the Legal Division there 
are being included more and more> provisions designed to 
overthrow the land tenure, system of the South’. The share¬ 
cropper difficulties.were publicized through the medium 
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overnight) 

Leagues for this and that) but the real crew worked right 
in our office. lawyers who never came closer to a farm 
than the campus of Harvard, and Columbia, were-all wrought 
up over matters in Arkansas.” 

T-5, who-was. in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration to observe Mr. HISS during his employment there, stated that 
Mr. HISS was not one of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in the "purge” of 1935. This informant stated that 
he had no doubt whatever that some members of the staff were ’’extreme left- 
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wingers'*, and stated that he always felt like GARD NER JA CKSON might even carry 
a Communist Party card;. He.stated, however, tHa r t~fie~had never considered 
AIGER HISS in the same, light and had no doubt at that time.as to his loyalty. 
He stated that Mr. HISS resigned from the position because he, HISS, felt 
officials of.the Agricultural Adjustment Administration no longer had the 
confidence in him, which so far as. the informant was concerned, was not the 
case. . • . 


T~5.'recalled that one of the chief difficulties that arose 
in the 1 Agricultural Adjustment. Administration was the attempt of the Legal 
Division to interpret the Act, not’according to the intent of Congress, but in 
accordance with.their own views. In this connection, informant stated that he 
confronted ALGER HISS with the fact 'and HISS stated the law might .be subject 
to more than one interpretation. ' ' 

' • T-6, who professed'to have been at one time a member of 

the. Communist Party, advised that he was not acquainted with ALGER HISS dur¬ 
ing the time of the informant's membership in the Party. He stated he under¬ 
stood certain New York Communists, had a connection at the State Department, 
through whom certain considerations could be received, but was unable to state 
the source of his information. 

T-7, who maintains files concerning subversive activities 
in the District of Columbia, advised, that his files containedno information 
■concerning Mr. HISS other than mention of his name, as an employee of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration at the time' of the "purge". 

On February 14,- 1942, Mr.-HISS, after being duly sworn, 
made the following voluntary statement', the original o’f Which was retained 
in the files of this office. • He declined to return to this office to sign 
the .statement stating that he saw.no necessity for doing so, inasmuch’ as he 
felt certain the statement would be typed as he had dictated it* 
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"Washington, D. C. 

February 14, 1942 

'"Statement of ALGER HISS made in the presence of 

Special Agent G. D. KING, Jr.,, and Stenographer ZONA McARTHUR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Questions are by Mr. KING. 

"Q° Are you Mr. ALGER HISS employed as an Assistant 

to the Advisor ’on Political Relations of the 
Department of State? 

"A. I am. 

”Qo Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has 

been, empowered.by the 77th Congress of the United 
States' under Public Law No. 135 to investigate the 
employees of the Federal Government who are alleged 
members of the subversive organizations or who 
, advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and 
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose 
of this interview today is to allow you an opportunity 
to answer questions regarding information which has 
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
concerning alleged activity on your part. The questions 
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so desire, 
and you will be given ah opportunity to include any 
statement which you feel is necessary to fairly 
present your side of this inquiry. A copy of the report 
of this investigation will be furnished to the agency 
which employs'you. In order that the statement may 
have particular -credence, you will be placed under 
oath. Do you have any objections to that? 

"A. Not at all. * 

"Q. Will you stand please and raise your right hand? Do 

. • you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing 

but the truth, so help you God? 
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Mr. HISS, what is your present home address, 
please sir? 

3415 Volta Place, Northwest, Washington, D. C. 

And would you tell us please how long you have 
been employed by the Department of State? 

About five and one-half years, I think. 

Mr. HISS, are you now■ or have you ever been a 
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Acti on? .."' r ' 

I have not. 

Have you ever attended any meetings of that, 
organization or received any of its literature 
to your recollection? 

I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I 
have, no recollection of receiving any of its 
literature. 

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

I am not and never have been. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Young Communist league? 

I have not and never have been.' 

Have you ever attended any meetings or received any 
literature to your recollection of these two 
organizations? ' 
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"A. 


»Q. 


"A. 


t 


«Q. 


Not to my recollection have I received any 
literature, and I know I have never attended 
any meetings. 

Mr. HISS-, do you now or have you ever advocated 
the overthrow of the present form of Government 
which we enjoy, in the United States? 

I certainly have not. There is only one Govern¬ 
ment that I want to overthrow and that is HITLER’S. 

Mr. HISS, have you'ever advocated disloyalty 
to our present form of Government? 


”A. I- have not-. ' •. 


tt Q. At this time, Mr. HISS, you may have the opportunity 

of making any statement you deem pertinent to this 
• inquiry you so desire. 

W A. Well, that is a big order. I think the best state¬ 

ment I can make is really a question. This all 
comes as a 'great surprise to me, and I’d like to 
find out what it is all about if it is .proper to 
ask. I have-always been a staunch supporter of the 
ROOSEVELT administration ever since it came in. 

”Q. As I informed you at the beginning — possibly then 

you didn't quite grasp, not knowing what was coming 
.later —..that under Public Law No. 135 which was 
passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was empowered by that Congress under that 
Law to investigate the employees of the Federal 
• . Government who are alleged members of subversive 
organizations. 

"A. It was the word alleged, that I was addressing myself 

to. I wondered what the allegations were, because it 
was news to me. I think the purpose of the resolution 
is laudable. 
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l'am not at liberty to furnish you the information 
from the files. 

But if you could give me some indication of what 
if was you had in mind, I would knar what to address 
my statement to. 

•I couldn’t give you any indication. The only indica¬ 
tion is by the questions I have already asked you 
as to what the allegation could possibly be'. That is 
all I am at liberty to furnish you. 

As far as the statement is concerned, not knowing the 
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I 
don’t know what particular kind of statement wpuld be . 
helpful. My background and record, I assume, are 
available to you anyway. I am a lawyer-by training.. 

I have been employed by the Federal Government half 
of th.e time since 1 graduated from law school, and 
the rest of the time I was employed in a private 
law firm in Boston and New York. I came down here in— 
1933 - at the behest.of the Government. I remained 
according to my statement at the behest,of the Govern¬ 
ment. I think I'could have made a good deal more money 
if I had stayed.in the private- practice of law in ' 

New York. My reason for coming to Washington was 
not to make money, but to be helpful ,to the country. 

As a lawyer, -I don’t ascribe any significance to- 
self-serving statements, but without knowing what 
specific kind of things you have in your files, which 
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don't 
know what to say that would be helpful to you in 
the way of a statement. 

, ■ 1 11 / 

Well, this is not a hearing. This is purely a 
voluntary interview, and the interview is made a 
part of the investigative report in our file. Is 
there anything further you wish to say? 
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"A. • I’d like to ask whether I am at liberty to inform 

'my immediate superior of the Department of State 

of the fact that you called me in here. 

"Q. That is entirely up to you'.' 

At the time the above information was developed, HISS 
resided at 3415 Volta- place,. H. ¥., Washington, D. Co, and was Assistant to 
the Advisor on Political Relations of the Department of State. 

On May 4, 1945, the Bureau ^furnished this office with 
certain notes which had been made by Mr. A. aJ^ERLE, former Undersecretary 
of State, Uo S. State Department, who received the information from one 
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an 
admitted member of the Communist Party from 1924 to 1937, and at one time 
was Editor of the "Daily Worker** and subsequently was Editor of "Hew Masses". 
CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Communist Party at that time was interested 
in the organization of a Government Underground in Washington, D. C., and 
this underground movement was originally headed by HAROLJ^ARE. 

/ 

The following is set out from the original notes: 


"London Underground Espionage Agent 

(1) Dr. PHILIF^ROSENBLIETT - Formerly of (41st St. & B’way, HE) 
Dr^GREENBERG - MB (West 70th 'NT 
Brother-in-law , 

American leader of British Underground C. 

Head in America Macisflforen (alias^Philipovitch 
- allegedly.Yugoslav) - 
real name - ? 


ROSEHBLIETT - in U.S. ’ ‘ 

connected with Dr. ISADOTTMILLER - Chemist’s Club 41st St. 

Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, H. J. 
was ’front’ behind MACK MORIN existed - in 
MILLER’S employ 

Knew PRESSMAN - his alias was »COL#PHILIPS’ - 
Introduced him’ to MACK MOREH, buying arms 
, , for Spanish (Loyalist) Gov’t* - 
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PRESSMAN - as counsel - helped _MORE£L- made 
to Mexico with him; forced down . 
at Brownsville, Tex. in late '36 or early 
’37 - probably fall of '36. 


PRESSMAN 


was 

A JA «A« — 

NATHAifwETT - Secretary of the NLRB - head of the 
miderground group after HAROLD WARE r- 

v JOHN/%T - followed WITT in that group - 
'-*>■—«l,_j Tax Div’n - Dep’t of Justice & now v*- 

in CIO (M^ARE'.s widow ^ JESSICA^SMITH 
1 i Ed. Soviet Russia)/ 

V 

Mi*. AB.T - Sister: MARION/*SACHA-EACH - Secretary 
- Communist from-Minnesota. 

(JESSICA -SMITH js mth Rauters in. 1926 - 
. friend of LOUI^ISCHSR) 

Meeting^peaces JOHN ABT's house w,15th St. 
CHARLESpCRIVITSKX alias CBARLES^KMMER - (C 
worked,, in. La • F.ollette. Committee - 
Physicist. 1 


1 . 0 .) 


VINCENT" RENO - Now at Aberdeen Proving Grounds -1 y° 
Formerly CF ^Computer - Math. Assist, to CoK^ZDRNIG O/U' 
organizer under (Aerial bomb sight Detectors) > 
alias 'LANCj^CLARK,.» * * • 

PHILWRENO - in Social Security (??) 

■was head , of Underground Trade .Union Group 
Political leader 

ELINQRjvNELSON , treasurer of Fed. Employees' Union - 
(Fed. .Workers' -Union,. C.I.O. -'headed by 

"f"’ . 
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RENO connected with Baltimore. Party 

-organiserBEN JAMIN f(OTDET^RIEDMAN 
alia SHIELD then ’California - then Russia 
- now organizer for Baltimore & Washington 
of Above-Ground Party - Underground connections - 



State 

• Post - Editorship, Foreign Service Journal 

was in Alexandria Unit of CP - in 
•Underground Apparatus' - 
DUGGJN - LAURENCE - (Member .CP ??)' 

(WADLEIGH)^WADLEI - Trade Agreement Section 

Novell « " » 

/ Communist Shop Group 


V 


L 


ELINOR NELSON - LAURENCE DUGGAN - -J1 
Europea"n _ Drv t n' - FIELD?— "s£iT!T*'In 




IE DUGGAN - •JULIEN WADLEICS 


l/. 


went into I.E.O. 
Repatriation 
PERTZ 


West European___ _ 

-^LEVINE says he is outj 
f Then in Committee fori 
His leader was HEDD^ 

LAUGHLInMuRRIE t Was a .'Fellow Traveler' - 

. helped various Communists -.never went the. 
whole way. - 



S.E.C. - 


PHILIP RENO. - used to be 


Treasury . 


keR^adli 


scHlomeR/adler (s.ol/adler?) 

' Counsel's Office ■. 

SendXweekly reports to C.P. (Gen. Counsel's Office) 
FRANjg&foE •- Now teacher at McGill. 

^ There are two; brotheh - One of them 
in CP’s ’Foreign Bureau' .-. BQR^lOE. 


15 - : 
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Known. froB^tPETERS - formerly, in Bela Kun 

Govt/ Agricultural Commissariat - called C-andosz-C?) 
Then to. Russia - then here,, in Business Office of 
Communist paper *Uj Elori' - then, after 1929 - 
head of CP. Under ground, lived in^Hamilton'- Ap»ts. 
Woodside, L. I. - under. alias^SlLVER-' - & . ■ 
lectured in Communist camps - 
Friend: J^BIAKE* of 'Freiheit' - Real name - 
i^WEINER -? American: Polish Jew. - 

f PETERS was responsible for Washington Sector L 

' Went-'to Moscow -'where is.he now.? - 

Wife - a' Comintern courier - ■\x ■ ' , v 

West Coast - - Head: 'The Old Man' VOLKOV is \’ y , 
his real name - daughter a Comintern 
' courier. He knows-the West Coast' 

.underground - Residence: San Francisco 
or Oakland - . 


ALEXA'NDSimACHTENBERG - Politburo - 

! member of the Exec. Committee 
Head of GPU in U.S., 

Works with PETERS -‘ 


Plans for two Super-battleships - 
secured in 1937 - - who gave - . . ' 

^js^KARP' - brother-in-law of'kOLOTO? - working 
with SCOT^FERRIS, got this released - 

Now: Naval Architect working on it, why?? r '. / , 

.FIELD w as original contact • • X j 

He introducedJDiiGGAN-to GOMPERTZ_XHEBBA) V / 
DUGGAN'S relationship was casual ' I 

Shall excuse? - Where is JHEDDA— • / 

GCMPERT2 ? • - . / ' 

. "DUGGAN & FIELD supposed to have j 
been both.members of party. - / 
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DONALD HISS ' 

(Philippine Adviser), ‘,’A ' 

■ .Member of C.P. with y PRESSMAN & CWITT 
. Labor Dep‘t. - Asst, to FRANCES PERKINS 
Party wanted him there - to .send him 
as arbitrator in BRIDGES -trial - 
Brought along by brother - 


ALGER HISS 


Ass't to SAYRE - CP - 1937 
Member of the Underground Com. - Active 
• Baltimore boys - 

Wife PRISCILLA. HISS- Socialist - • 
Early days of.New.Deal 


Note - When LOT$ENDERSON interviewed MrsT^RUBENS his report immediately 
went hack to Moscow. Who sent it/ - Such came from-Washingtono” 

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS ,was interviewed on May 10, 1945, by 
agents of the New York Office in his offices in' the Time and Life Building, 
Rockefeller.Center, New York, City. During the course of this interview, 
CHAMBERS stated that after, a term .of. service as Editor of the "New Masses" 
he was brought in contact with a man'whom he knew simply' a^SRTHUR. ARTHUR - 
introduced CHAMBERS to a man whom he recognized as a former Treasurer of 
a Hungarian Communist newspaper who had/also published' numerous articles on 
Communism under the name of jJ^P&TERS. ARTHUR introduced this man as PETER. 

The latter told CHAMBERS that CHAMBERS would act as a courier between, himself 
and ARTHUR until further noticeDuring the course of this, interview,' 

CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning 
the operations of the Soviet intelligence .service with which he believed 
ARTHUR to be associated. In.approximately 1935'his courier activities'between 
ARTHUR and PETER' ceased. . At that time'he was instructed by PETER to contact 
HAROLD WARE iii Washington,' D. .C., and was told that he .would act as a connect¬ 
ing link between HAROLD WARE in Washington and PETER in New York City. 
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' la approximately 1935. be was instructed by PETER, to contact 
HAROLD WA RE in Washington, D. C. and was told he would be the connecting link 
between WARE and PETER in New York City, and that in addition, to these activities 
as a courier he would also serve as a morale officer giving people talks and 
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by WARE. CHAMBERS, ex¬ 
plained that WARE was the. leader of a group of men composed'of government 
employees in.high salaried positions who were Communist members, but whose 
activities with' the Party as such had ceased when they were transferred to the 
Underground of the Communist Party. He stated further 'that there were several 
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten 
individuals who did not know of the existence or members of any of the other 
units but who maintained liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him¬ 
self, was the liaison between the. particular unit headed by HAROLD WARE and 
PETER, and that he did not know of ary of the operations of the other liaison 
men between PETER and underground units in Washington, 'D. C. He stated that 
the organization headed by WARE was .composed of approximately eight individuals, 
and that almost'everyone .of these, was himself a leader of another underground unit 
operating in Washington end consisting of six to eight members.' 

CHAMBER^ stated he identified the following individuals as 
'having been members of the/particular Underground unit in which he was interested? 


LE^feESSMAlf 

HENR^pOLMNS 

NATHANUlmOW 


CHARLES—KRAMER,- 

ALGER HISS 
DPNAL DJilSS^ 
NATHAN WITT 


• .He stated there were two other unidentified individuals, 
one of whom had the last name of POST. 

. ■ . According to CHAMBERS, this group had as its meeting place 

the violin studio belonging to HELENWARE, the sister of HAROLD WARE, which was 
located above a florist shop on.• Connecticut Avenue at Dupoht Circle. They also 
met in the homes of the individuals comprising the group. In addition to the 
violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE, h^stated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT*s 
house on 15th Street; the apartment of HENRY COLLINS on St. Matthews Court over 
a garage, which was the'principal meeting place of the group, and that one night 
they met at the home of KRAMER. ■ 
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In connection vdth ALGER HISS, CHAMBERS recalled that while 
he was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration he had met on several 
occasions with HAROLD .W 4SE.' s group, and that he had usually attended when the 
group meetings were held at H ENRY .COLLI NS» house. He added that when HISS 
went into the NYE Committee wfilch was investigating armaments, he was segregated 
from the group and had no more official contacts with them but did meet 
socially with a lot of them and was particularly close to JOHN ABT's sister, 
MARION BACHRACH. . . 


When CHAMBERS was asked whether of not he believed that 
HISS might have broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe 
he may have dropped out, and as -a reason for-this belief explained that after 
he had broken with the Party he had made a special trip to HISS' home in 
Georgetown,. Washington,- D. C., with the purpose of talking.HISS into breaking 
away from the -Party. CHAMBERS explained that' when he arrived PRISCILLA HISS 
was the only one there and while CHAMBERS momentarily excused himself to go 
to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone 
obviously to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS immediately returned 
to the room and awaited the arrival of ALGER HISS. 

■When HISS arrived they had dinner together at his home and 
then CHAMBERS talked with. *11133 all night long in an effort to persuade HISS 
to leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming down his face 
HISS had refused to break, with the-Communists and had-.given as a reason for 
not breaking his loyalty to his. friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his 
reason in going to HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist 
Party was that he personally thought an awful lot of HISS and considered him 
an intelligent and decent young man whose Better judgment should have led him 
to break with theCommunist movement.' CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion 
one of the strongest reasons -for HISS' maintaining contact with the Comunist 
Party was the fanatical loyalty to the Communist Party on the part of HISS' 
wife. ... 

In November 1945> T-8, a confessed Soviet espionage agent 
and courier, furnished considerable information concerning the operations of a 
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant alleged 
that HAROLBMASSER, an employee of the U. S. Treasury Department, had been 















a member of the ring, and- stated that GLASS ER^had been working in Europe for 
• the Treasury Department and had dropped^out of the so-called"'’PERLO group in 
Washington, D. G., which group the informant had named/as/one phase of the 
espionage conspiracy. The informant -stated that VICTO^^ERLO, alleged head of 
this group, had-told her .that GLASSER had asked him if'he, GLASSER, would be 
•able to return to the PERLO group. PERLO, in explaining why GLASSER had left 
the group originally, stated that GLASSER and one or two others had been 
taken some time before by an .American in a government agency in Washington, 

D. C., and had been turned over to some Russian. PERLO told the informant 
that he did not know the identity'of this American, and that CJ3ARLES~lffiAMER»,’~ 
also a prominent figure in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knew, was 
the only person who had possession of this information. While talking with 
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, the informant brought this matter up 
' and KRAMER stated that the person who had originally taken GLASSER away from 
the PERLO'group was named HISS and that he was employed by the U. S. State 
Department'. , 

The informant stated that/KjACK u , a Russian contact, advised 
of the information relative to GLASSER and in the Spring of 1945 the informant 
obtained ah article concerning the Stat,e Department from the newspaper u PM tt 
in which HISS was mentioned. At that time I'JACK" stated to the informant that 
he had learned the identity -of HISS. 

The informant stated further that on one occasion, GREGORY 
"n SILVJRMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to the 
‘ informant that VICTOR PERLO was upsetting existing arrangements among the 
members of his group in Washington and asked if the/informant could do some¬ 
thing to remedy the situation. The informant told^B'ILL H , a Russian contact, 
about the SILVERMASTER complaint' and he stated that .he knew a person named 
-^I’GENE*', who could ‘‘lay down the law to those boys and straighten them out“. 

■ The informant stated that it was his impression he was referring to HISS who 
had been mentioned in the “PM“ article apd who was'stated to be an advisor to 
DEAN ACHESON in- the State Department. _ 

As a result of the allegations of T-6, an investigation was 
v instituted' by this office late in November 1945, in the course of which the 
following information was developed. Unless noted to the contrary, this 
information was furnished by T-9, a source close to ALGER HISS and his - wife, 
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PRISCILLA HOBSON HISS, to.whom both imparted considerable information concern¬ 
ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is considered to be completely reliable 
by this office® 

It was determined that HISS, with- his wife and one child 
resided at 3210 P Street, N. W.j that he was' employed at the Department of 
State in the Office of Special Political Affairs.' 

Physical surveillances conducted from November 26 to 30, 
1945, reflected that HISS went regularly to his place of employment in the 
State Department17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. Yf., during this 
period. . 



On the evening- of November 27, 1945, an unidentified man 
was observed leaving the HISS home. He proceeded to 1320 - 31st Street, N. W. 
He was subsequently identified as JAMES DONNELiMiLGHMAN of that address. 

T-9 advised that TILGHMAN, who. by that time vms a resident of Baltimore] was a 
visitor at the HISS home on December 28, 1946, and was determined thereafter 
to have been,in fairly frequent contact with ALGER HISS. Investigation re¬ 
flected that TILGHMAN was .a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the 
Federal government with the Federal Writers’ Project, the A.A.A. and finally 
the Department of State. 

On the evening of November 30, 1945, a couple subsequently- 
identified as HAROLD W^STEIN and LORIN gj^STElN, visited the HISS home. 
According to T-9, the HlSSes and STEINs were in touch with one another period¬ 
ically in 1946. Investigation reflected that STEIN had been,born in New York 
City and after attending Yale University had been employed as a teacher before 
joining the Government service in 1934 with the F.S.R.C. From December '1935 
to. May 1939 he was with the Works Projects Administration with a brief period 
in 1938 as Trial Examiner with the National Labor Relations. Board. From 1939 
to 1941 he was Assistant Director of the Hearings Branch of the Wage and 
Hour' Division of the Department of Labor. In November 1941 he joined the 
War Production Board in the Office for Emergency Management.. 

An investigation of STEIN was conducted at that time and 
various individuals with whom he had previously been employed in the govern¬ 
ment service described STEIN as "pinkish", "definitely leftist and otherwise 
Communistically inclined". 
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One RALRmDeSOLO of Brooklyn, New York, a former member 
of the Communist Party, and one EBWIN^ANTA of New York, also a former 
member of the Communist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdown 
strike in a Federal Arts Project under his supervision in New York Cityv 
The indices of the House-.Committee on Un-American Activities list STEIN 
bs a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs. 
'STEINjas a member of the Washington Bookshop Association, Both of these 
•organizations were cited by, the Attorney General of the United States as 
coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835, 

Physical surveillances reflected that among HISS 5 
associates^ the Department of State were ISAAC N. P^feTOKES, II: 

GORDON BVN STRONG and ELWOOD lyf^HCMPSONo T-9- reported that'THOMPSON and 
HISS appeared to be very friendly and that their business relationship 
appeared to carry over into the social field, . The files of this office 
contained no information concerning these individuals. 

On December 1, 1945, HISS and his family visited his 
brother, D0NALD_H.ISiL .at 3030 Q Street, No W., fjashington, D, C. On December 
2, 1945, tKe HISS family drove to BajLtimore and visited HISS 5 mother, Mrs. 
CHARLES .A^rHISS'arid his sisters, LUC^ana.MARY CTtflisS, That evening Mr, 
and Mrs, HISS visited the home oT~Le6nAI^ 0UTHWAITE, 1708 - 21st Street, 

N, W,, Washington, D, C,, and the home o/f his brother, .DONALD HISS at 3030 
Q Street, N., W, Mr. and Mrs. OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER KISS on 
the evening of December 4, 1945. OUTHWAITE was' identified as a former 
employee of the Veterans Administration, the National Resources Planning 
Board, the War Production Board and the Federal Security Agency and as a 
Lecturer and Author of some prominence in the field of Anthropology. 

On the morning of December 4, 1945, a couple subsequently 
identified as-Mr. and Mrs.. BEN T^MOORE. of 3101 P Street, N. W., Washington, 
D» C., were observed being driven downtown by Mr. and Mrs. HISS in the HISS 
automobile. This couple had also visited the HISS on the evening of November 
29,. 1945. BEN MOORE visited the HISS home'for dinner on September 21, 1946, 
and according to T—9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with 
each other. Investigation reflected that MOORE had been born in New Jersey 
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served-as a 
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Research Assistant for the U. S. Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935 = 
From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist with the Uo So Department of 
Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the Office'of Production 
and Management and the War Production Board. He entered military duty in the 
Summer of 1943* His wife was employed by the War Department in 1944, accord¬ 
ing to a credit report. 



-On the evening of December 8, 1945, Mr. and Mrs, HISS visited 
Metropolitan Club and later-visited the house of Mr. _and Mrs ._ JOSEPH COY . 
“fC ~CR§ Pj> 10 Quincy .Street, Chevy Chase,'Maryland. Mr. GREEN was identified~as an 
employee of the Department of State. 


On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr., and Mrs. HISSwere 
the guests of LAWRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSOffifS&ITH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N. 
Washington, D. Ci SMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had 
, previously been with the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency 
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission, 
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
since 1933- Mrs. SMITH was reported to be a member of the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action,' mentioned hereinbefore. 


At approximately this time, T-10, a completely reliable 
source who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS, 
advised that PRISCILLA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS would sail for London 
around December 27 or 28, 1945. This informant also reported that both Mr. apd' 
Mrs. ALGER-HISS had been spending a lot of time oh the problem of Atomic Energy 
which was related to his work on the United Nations. HISS was reported to be 
working actively on this and Mrs. HISS had been attending-daily Senate hearings 
on the subject. Together they had. been attempting to read and understand the 
SMYTH Report. On December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading 
HENRI .D^.SMITH # s book^"Atomic\Energy for Military Purposes”. / 

' On December 18, 1945, T-9 learned that PRISCILLA. HISS had 

been in' contact with an .individual known to the informant only asM&LA. 

On January 18, 1946, they discussed the Town Hall program of January 17, 1946, 
the topic of which was !, What Does the Returning G. I. Expect at Home?'* During 
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the audience as the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce and stated they had. nevertheless given terrific applause to the very 
progressive remarks of BHi^MADLDINj the Cartoonist and another individual. 

T 
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The individual known as LOLA stated she had liked the statement in which the 
speaker had said that he was going to join two organizations, the American 
Legion and the Union, and added she also liked the point that veterans after 
all were not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage 
earners. Mrs. HISS stated that that is what democracy is and that there 
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress tomorrow. 
This individual was subsequently identified as Mrs. ROBERT WYMAita|lORTON, also 
known as LOLA G^fiORTQN. She yras a member of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action. 


Confidential Informants reported that she was generally 
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of 
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in 
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia, was a member of the League 
of Women Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a 
delegate to the National Convention of the League of Women .Shoppers. Her 
husband, ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, entered the government,service as Director 
of Information in the Office for Emergency Management in July 194lo 




Kisseloff-11930 







On December 22, 1945 , HISS advised T—9 that he was going to 
Baltimore that afternoon to visit his mother 0 

•On December 25, 1945, this informant learned that ALGER HISS 
had notified his brother, DONALD, that he was leaidng for London in a few 
days in .connection with a UN Conference to be held in London® 

This informant also reported that during the last half of 
December, HISS was engaged-primarily in arrangements for this conference® 
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of Washington on 
December 19,'1945* 

He departed for New York City on December 29, 1945, and 
sailed from New York City for England aboard the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on 
December 31, 1945* 

• ' HISS was absent from the United States from December 31, 
1945 until February 20, 1946, on which, date T-9 reported that he had re- 
. turned to his home in Washington, Do C 0 , having flown back from England® 

On December 30, 1945, T-9 reported that Mrs® HISS appeared 
to be friendly with one DOROTHEA®LAISDELL 0 Her name was reported to 
appear on the membership list of/the Washington Committee for Aid to 
China, which informants of this office have reported as having been or¬ 
ganized as a Communist front group® Her husband, DONALD CHRIST j^BLAIS- 
DELL, was reported to have been in contact with Mrs® HISS during tTune 
1946'® - 

Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected ihat he had been con¬ 
nected with the Carnegie Endowment for .International. Peace in 1935 and 
■ had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of 
State® His name appeared on an, alleged membership list of the Washing¬ 
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities® BLAISDELL denied membership in this 
organization in a signed statement furnished in March 1942 ® 

On February 4, 1946, T-9 reported that Mrs® HISS was en¬ 
gaged in soliciting funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed 
at raising §1200®00® This informant stated that at this time a woman 
was 'in contact with MrSo HISS and advised that she had heard fror, WILDER 
and that he was expected home sometime between the 12th and the 20th of 
December® This informant subsequently ascertained that YTILDER and MARCIA 
St FOOTE were apparently quite friendly with the HISS family and.that there 

7 ' k*. jM nrtr 
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appeared to be considerable ^SSciation between the two families<T^Phe 
informant learned further tha t'FOQ TUhad apparently been at the UN Con¬ 
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a 
home in Larchmont? New York in the spring of 1946» 

On February 6? 1946? Mrs. HISS was requested by one .ALICE 
•T^STRgNG. to assist in .raising money for the National Conference of Chris- 
' tiahs and Jews,. Mrs. HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls 
and take any other action desired in assisting this project. 


The informant learned on February 9? 1946? that HISS ! s 
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of 
Mr. COHEN (possibly BEnM)OHENi) and Mr, VANDENBERG (presumably A RTHUR.H „ 
^VANDENBERG) , 7 


Mrs, HISS advis'ed T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and 
her husband might take a vacation upon his return from the UN Conference 
and added that he was to make a speaking trip to Boston sometime during 
March, It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom¬ 
pany STETTINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele- 
gatipn. there became known. 


On February 19? 1946? this informant learned that an in¬ 
dividual known to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrs, HISS 
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to get in touch 
with her and her husband, (It is believed that this individual may 
have been HENRY HILJ^pOLLINS? Jr,, .whom other sources had reported as 
recently returned from overseas,) 

On-February 28? 1946? this informant learned that HISS 
would speak on the radio on March 2? 1946? on the Foreign Bolicy Asso¬ 
ciation broadcast and that he might visit his mother in Baltimore on 
March.'10? 1946, 


On March 13? 1946? Mrs, HISS told the informant‘that her 
husband had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day 
and that he expected to attend the UN Security Council meetings later 
that month in New York City, On the following day Mrs, HISS advised 
this source that HISS was to be in Boston? Massachusetts from March 18 
to 20? 1946? but did not reveal the purpose'of this trip. 
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HISS had left for Boston March 17? 1946? and would probably go to New 
York on March 24? 1946 o On the same day the informant learned that Mrs® 
HISS was going to lunch with Mrs« TRYGVEiLIE? wife of the Secretary Gen¬ 
eral of theUN and that she was later going to the Capitol with Mrs® LIE 
to meet MrsTTGONNALLY (probably the wife of Senator TOM JONNALLY of 
Texas)® 

Mrs® 'HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS 
was going to New York and would be gone about a week® However? the in¬ 
formant advised that HISS 'was at home on the evening of March 25? 1946? 
since the informant was personally in touch with him at that time® HISS 
apparently returned to New'York again since Mrs® HISS advised the in¬ 
formant on March 29? 1946? that her husband was at the Hotel Pennsyl¬ 
vania at New York City® Later on that date the informant learned at 
the .Department of State that HISS would arrive iii Washington the fol¬ 
lowing morning March 30? 19460 HISS contacted the informant on the 
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and 
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York 
City® 

The informant was personally in contact with HISS during 
April 1946? -only on the 16th and 19th of that month® Mrs® HISS indi¬ 
cated to the informant that her husband was going to New York City a 
great deal? apparently in connection with UN business® 

This informant reported that on April 5? 1946, an uniden¬ 
tified woman contacted Mrs® HISS and requested that she join the mass 
parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA® Mrs® 
HISS indicated that she was unabie to get away from the house as she had 
no one to stay with her son® 

On April 12,? 1946? Mrs® HISS arranged, for some one to sit 
with her son on April 14? 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at 
the Pan American on April 15 before noon® The informant was not aware 
of the nature of Mrs® HISS 5 s business at the Pan American Union on that 
date® 

Mrs® HISS told the informant on April 16? 1946? that she 
.and her son? TONY? would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly 
the whole summer® The informant also learned that the HISS, family ex¬ 
pected to share a farm in Vermont with an individual namewDORIS who 1 
was not otherwise identified® rj 



On March 20? 1946? Mrs® HISS told the informant that 
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The informant also learned on April 19? 1946? that ALGER 
HISS had had a speaking engagement in Baltimore earlier that week. At 
this time HISS advised the informant that he was at that time Director 
of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Department of State© 


The informant’ learned from Mrs© HISS on April 22? 1946? • 
that ALGER HISS was going to take a vacation in July and that arrange¬ 
ments had been made to secure a farm for that month with one DORIS/^EIfELL 


The informant learned'on April 26? 1946? that ALGER and 
PRISCILLA HISS had been jkvvited to attend a large dinner party at the 
home of HAROLD and LORIN%TEIN in Chevy Chase , that evening 0 


HISS was ill during the latter part of May 1946 and re¬ 
mained at home from his office© T-9 was'present on May 23? 1946? during 
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JACJ&ROSS? another employee of the 
State Department? at which time they discussed State Department, affairs© 
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk witJpfDON" and JACg^BCKFSQN 
about getting a certain, atomic energy man© The informant stated that 
the conversation was largely concerned with plans for a coordinating 
center regarding atomic energy© HISS at this time indicated that there 
were some' papers on his desk at the office^, relating to the atomic energy- 
matter as well as a draft of a speech fo^3AR T JCH© 

This informant stated that ROSS and HISS discussed this 


matter again on May 2L? 1946? Yfith specific reference to personnel© 
They referred to on^y^OKOLOPF and his reaction to the atomic energy 
business© They indicated that from the history of treatment by the 
Military Staff Committee? they were uncertain as to just hoy t much the 
Atomic Energy Commission would want the secretariat to do© 


In the further course of discussion. HISS stated that he 
felt they were well organised to take care of the BARUCH procedural 
needs but that he felt that still did not give them any break into the 
substanceo He stated he felt it was necessary to get somebody who 
knew something about the atomic energy subsidy question as a part of 
the general disarmament picture© 


On May 26? 1946? a person known to the informant only 
a SHORTER contacted HI-34^. advising that he thought HISS should cheek 
up on a story by SCOTT YrtRASSMUSSEN in the New York Times for May 26 ? 
1946o PORTER advised that representatives of various news services 


and newspapers had been chasing him about the story© HISS stated 
that ^he"? apparently referring to RASSMUSSEN could not have been 
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righter had he been inside the department-, But KISS did not see that 
that meant that "we", apparently referring to the State Depai’tment, 
could say anything to the other people and HISS added that he did not 
know where "he" got it 0 

T'* 

BEN, MQOREL who has been previously identified in this re¬ 
port was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May 28 , 1946, 
according to this source 0 

On June 1, 1946, the informant learned that HISS was 
still ill but expected to return to his duties in the State Department 
on June 3o HESS planned to take off the entire month of July, however * 
on June .3? the informant advised that HISS had been taken to Doctors 
Hospital for three days to take peni'cillin treatment o 

DO ROTHEA BLAISDEL L contacted HISS on June 7 and told him 
that her husband, DOW^’LAISDELL, had returned from Chicago where he had 
been going over the uhicago Roundtable Discussion program» 

On the following day, HISS and an individual believed by 
the informant to be JACILROSS. of the State Department, were in discus¬ 
sion and ROSS .told HISS that HERSCHE^JOHNSON was coming to the State 
Department that morning and hoped that a decision could be reached on 
the Spanish question 0 The informant gathered that there was a wide 
division of opinion between JOHNSON, BEN COHE N,>and DEAlJ&CHESON and 
that ROSS indicated that JOHNSON was a Loyalist P /' 

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10, 
1946e The informant learned that on June 15, 1946, HISS and DEAN 
ACHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the UN 
on which HISS was workingo 

PRISCILLA HISS told the informant on June 18 that the 
HESS family was leaving on June 28, 1946, for, an all-summer vacation. 
The informant was present on June 24, 1946, vrhen HERSCHEL JOHNSON asked 
HISS if the latter was having a meeting with DEAN AGHE30N and if so, 
JOHNSON wanted to have ALGER mention confidentially to ACHESON but ‘ 
not openly at the meeting, the desired voting procedure and also the 
present policy on the veto in th^Atomic Commission,, HESS replied - 
that he would take this up with AGHESON and informed JOHNSON that 
he would immediately give him ACHESON 5 s views on these points’,, JOHN¬ 
SON stated he was making this request because he wished to follow out 
exactly what ACHESON wanted, 
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On’ the same date PRISCILLA. HISS told the informant that 
the HISSES were planning to spend the night of June 29, -1946 at the home - 
of their friends the FOOTES at Scarsdale, New York, and that PRISCILLA. 

HISS was contemplating a "teacher 5 s job at Potomac School on her return 
in the fall* 

The informant learned.on June 27,, 1946$,from PRISCILLA. 
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the following day fon fflELLQGG^MIT H 11 s 
hote l in Chestertown, Maryland., and that they planned on leaving for Ver¬ 
mont on July 1., 1946c, 

HISS and his family were absent from Washington, D s C, 
from June 28 , 1946 until July 31* 1946* 

On August 7, 1946 * the informant reported that Mrs* HISS 
had been contacted-by Mrs 0 HEL3w§RQVINSE of 315 Spring Street, Chevy 
Chase, who had inquired if Mrs*/HIS3 belonged to the League of Women 
Voterso Mrs* HISS stated that she. did not but that she always had been ■ 
a well-wisher* Mrs* PROVINSE advised that she was going to be chairman 
of the minority group that fall and that she wanted Mrs* HISS to work 
on this committee this year* Mrs* HISS agreed to do this if she had time 
but replied that she had a part-time ‘job at the Potomac School where her 
son, TONY, would be enrolled* Mrs<> PROVINSE mentioned that she was par¬ 
ticularly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Committee of about 
eight people* 


T-9 learned on August 9 that the HISSES had enrolled 
TONY HISS at the Marjorie Webster Junior College at 16th Street and 
Columbia Road, N* W* 


DONALD HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din¬ 
ner on August* 12, *1946, by PRISCILLA HISS* Mr* and Mrs* BEN'To MOORE 
were dinner guests at the HISS home on August 14," I9T6T 7** 


This Informant advised that gp. August 15* 1946, ALGER 
HISS had a luncheon engagement with Mr 0 ADLO^TEVENSON (it is believed 
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-elect of 
the State of Illinois)* 


On August 17, 1946, an individual believed to have been 
HENRY HILL COLLINSJr o g invited the HISS family to the COLLINS 3 home 
for "the following 'day* In this connection attention is directed to in¬ 
formation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged 
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participation of HENRY HI LL COLLINS,, Jr ® in a Communist underground grot 
as alleged by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS ® It is noted further that investigation 
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential Informant 
T-8 relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionage ring in 
Washington? D ® C „ ? reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of J OSEPH B® 

; and of ^SELA and SONIA^GQLD who were described by T-3 as members of 
Soviet espionage ring I 


Xgregg 

'"this 




Confidential Informant T-9 was present on August 24? 1946? 
during a discussion between HERSCHEL J OHNSON and ALGER HISS at which time 
they discussed a Yugoslavian 'matter' and'"both agreed that it looked favor¬ 
able 0 According to the informant? JOHNSON told HISS that the former 
thought the Russians were more realistic than they are credited with be¬ 
ing sometimes? although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in attain- 
irig their own political endSo JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece 
and thought the Greeks had undergone cruel injustices o HISS agreed-® 

The HISS family was absent from their home August 28 to 
30? 1946p according to this source® 


No pertinent information -was developed in this case until 
September 24? 1946? at which time T-9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis¬ 
cussion with an individual known to the informant only ag^BESS 11 ? mentioned 
that she was teaching the 7 th? 8th and 9th grades in English at the co¬ 
operative schoolo The woman named BESS commented that the man who drives 
the school bus on which her children traveled was a Fascist and a few 
other things as far as she could determine? but that many other children 
had survived him and she considered that the children ware above himeo 
MrSo HISS asked if this driver were sort of a hard-bitten creature? to 
which BESS replied that she did not know if he was a Swiss, or not? blit 
that she had talked to him a little bit and did not like his attitude 
toward any minor races® 


HAROLD STEIN was in contact with ALGER HISS on August 
4? 1946? according”tb“the^infPrmant ? concerning some matter having to do 
with the UN meetings in New York City® 

On the following day the informant learned that the 
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEN SCORE . and his wife sometime 
over the following week-end® This informaatTstated that on October 11? 
1946? MAIRjjS$P0REM4N? the wife of Dr® CLAROFOREItlAN s who at that time was a 
leading figure in th'e Southern Conference /for Human welf are? discussed 
arrangements with PRISCILLA HISS to place TONY HISS in an art class in 
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which, one of the students was a negro girl, whose father was a dentist in 
Puerto Rico, adding that she had met the girl's family through the Sou¬ 
thern Conferenceo She also mentioned that she and her husband were with 
the negroes the night that they were refused admittance to Lisner Audi¬ 
torium^ adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard-Uni¬ 
versity and had planned on seeing the baileto She stated that there 
were a hundred of.them and that they were turned away, but that most of 
them had expected it but had attempted it to see if they would be ad¬ 
mitted o She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting 'this 
mattero 


On October 17* 1946* ALGER HISS accepted an invitation 
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of 
the United Nations. Association in Baltimore, Maryland on the evening of 
October 25, 3.946 0 

Throughout this time HISS continued to be active in the 
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nations* T-9 reported 
that' on November 9<> 1946, ALGER HISS and an individual .believed to have 
been FRANCIS B^SAYRE, at that time diplomatic advisor to UNRRA, discussed 
UN matters. gfeneral3.y as well as the .possibility of SAYRE getting a job on 
the Trusteeship Councilo They also discussed technical difficulties 
facing the General Assemb3.y on Trusteeship Agreements 0 

f 

This informant was,also present on November 16, 1946* 
during a discussion by DURWARD E^ANDIFER of the State Department and- 
ALGER HISSo SANDIFER stated that his department, the Division of In¬ 
ternational Organization Affairs in the Office of' Special Political 
Affairs, had been having trouble in getting through the appointments ' 
of particular people whom SANDIFER wanted to work 0 The trouble seemed 
to center-around JOEj^ANUCH who may be in the Security Investigations 
Department,,' SANDIFER then cited the names of two individuals whom he 
would not be able to obtain, but the informant was uncertain as to 
their names „ SANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that 
PANUGH had an unsympathetic and unhealthy attitude„ 

- .One of the individuals -whom SANDIFER had tried to get 

• into the section had told SANDIFER after talking with PANUGH that the 
latter took a negative attitude toward SANDIFER 8 s unit® HISS agreed 
that this matter must be settled if possible and SANDIFER told HISS 
that he might find it interesting to talk to another unidentified in¬ 
dividual concerning what he knew about PANUCHo 







In connection with the above, it is to be noted that in 
the spring of 1946, T'-ll advised that there was an enormous espionage 
ring operating in Washington, D® C® which had as its ultimate objective 
the obtaining of all information with regard to atomic energy, its spe- 
ciflc uses as- an instrument of war .and commercial aspects thereof in 
peacetime® Its purpose was to make such information available to the 
Soviet Union® ALGER HISS, among others, was named by T-ll as involved 
in furnishing the Soviet Union with available information regarding 
atomic energy® This informant added that ALGER HISS was one of those 
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro=Soviet leanings® 

T-9 learned -on November 17, 1946, that ALGER HISS had 
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law'School in Chicago, 
Illinois the previous week® On the same date, this informant was also 
present during a conversation between JACK THOMPSON ® HISS's Special 
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISS, in the course of 
which they were discussing matters at that time before the Security Council 
of UN concerning technical military missions® The informant stated that 
ALGER HISS gave THOMPSON permission to take home "all these secret and 
. sundry papers" because "we" might need them® 

‘ / 

On December 9, 1946, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS had 
been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 0 
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed .this and added 
' that HISS succeeded Dr® NICHOLAS MURRAM&UTLER of Columbia University 
who had resigned in December 1945o JOM FOSTEf^DULLES was described as 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Endowment® The article 
• stated that the Trustees had amended the by-laws to provide for a 
Chairman of the Board and a full-time President who would be the exe¬ 
cutive officer® HISS was expected to .take over his new duties as soon 
as possible after January 1, 1947, following his resignation from 
government service® 

i 

On December 25, 1946, Mr® and Mrs® HESS visited the 
home of B ENJAMIN T® MOOR E® according to T-9 and on December 31, 1946, 
according to r -this source,, they were to be, the guests of CHARLES A® 
y iORS ICX, an attorney in Washington, D® C® » 

This informant also reported that on December 25, 1946, 
PRISCILLA HISS'and one AN^CAILOR discussed a series of meetings which 
were to be held during February and March 1947 at shich prominent in¬ 
dividuals were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union with 
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respect to the political and economic phases of that country<> Mrs® HISS 
indicated that she wished she could be more enthusiastic about this matter 
but thought that it was a stale idea 0 She indicated that she would talk 
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings.. 

On December 30s 1946> Special Agents C0URTLA1-D Jo JONES 
and WILLIAM R„ CORNELISON observed RO BERTJLJ BHim^JZC.. enter Room I 64 
at the State Department at '3*34 Po M n This room was the office of ALGER 
HISSo MILLER was observed leaving at 4?03 P» M 0 ‘ 

ROBERT To MILLER, III, has been described by T-S as a 
member of the Soviet espionage ring in Washington, Do Co for which he 
acted as courier„ / ^ . 

It is noted that T-13 Yrho is considered to be completely 
reliable, advised that ROBERT To MILLER thanked ALGER HISS on March 7, 
•1947<i for having placed MILLER, in contact with on^vENNEIT (phonetic) 
in Nevr York City and for allowing MILIER to use HISS 8 name. Prom the 
ensuing conversation, this informant gathered that MILLER was to see 
DENNETT about a job with a new organisation which HESS described as 
having, to do with the distribution of documentary and informational 
material- on the United Nations and. on the United States foreign policy 
in -generalt. 

On January 8,. 1947, Confidential Informant T~9 re-> 
ported that ALGER HISS and HAR OLD STEI N had discussed efforts to make 
contacts in order to get joT5s”Ybr’ an"unidentified individual known only 
as AL who was interested in the position of General Counsel for the 
United Nations in Geneva and in a position as Secretary to the Far 
Eastern Commission., 

The informant learned on January 18, 1947, that HISS 
would have temporary offices at 522 Fifth Avenue, New York City, after 
February 1, 1947o' KISS was expected to stay temporarily with one RAJPL—^ 
■^ INGRA M until he found a permanent place to live in New York 0 INGRAM was 
described as one of BARUCH 8 s boySo 

On January 25, 1947, this informant stated that HISS 
was very much interested in the appointment of JACJ^PEORIFOY in the 
Department 'of State and HISS in this connection verified that PANUCH 
resigned the day of PEURIF0Y 8 s acceptance« ’ *“ 
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On' January 30 and 31 this informant reported that HISS had 
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his 
office with the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Place, N„ , Washington, 
D. Co HISS also mentioned that he was going to make a speech at Baltimore 

and was then going on to Des Moines, lowao 

» 

On January 31? T-9 reported that M^^Ii w QOIiIj)IS,> i .-Jryo.^ 
had attempted to contact Mr 0 and Mrs 0 HISS 0 Neither had been in 0 

In this connection, it is noted that Confidential In¬ 
formant T-12 who is considered to be reliable, advised on February 2, 1947, 
that PRISCILLA-KISS had visited HENRY IIo COLLINS, Jr 0 , at his residence. 

ALGER HISS resigned from the Department of State on Janu¬ 
ary 15, 1947o After February 1 , 1947, he was not regularly in Washington, 

Do Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundation necessitating frequent ab¬ 
sences from Yfashington, D, C« ' - 

T~9 learned from Mrso HISS on February 1, 1947, that HISS* 
Nevr York-office was in. fact at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going to- 
Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947o This informant sub¬ 
sequently learned that in.the first half of February HISS spent some time 
in the homes of HATHAWAMATSON and PQLLft^HACKLETON in New York City, 

PRISCILLA. HISS told T-9 on March 8, 1947, that she and 
her son, TONY, expected to visit ALGER HISS in New York City the follow¬ 
ing week,' 

On March 9, 1947, HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr 0 , was observed 
entering the HISS residence carrying a brown leather briefcase,, 

T-9 learned from ALGER HISS on March 26, 1947, that he 
and his family had.’been in New York City and had also visited Chappaqua, 

New Yorko T-9 also stated that he observed HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr., 
at the HISS home in Washington, D. C„, on that date and that COLLINS was 
still there on the morning of March 27, 1947. - 

T-9- learned on March 28,. 1947, from Mrs. -HISS that 
ALGER HISS -was to preside as Chairman of a meeting to be held on April 
7, 1947, by the Bryn M^,wr College Endowment on the subject, "How Russia 
Does Business". It was learned that the speakers were to be RA^jELLIS' 
of the Raytheon Manufacturing Company, HAN^HEYlvIAN, a German refugee and 
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instructor at Sampson College in New York and _ 

^'You_C&n Do. Business with Russia" ? and ERNEST Qo^ROPES of the Department 
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON HARTLEY? head of the^Council for Atomic Re¬ 
search* It was subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on 
April 7 ji 1947? at the VTardman Park Hotel and that HISS acted as Chair¬ 
man of the meeting* He explained that it was a series being held to 
raise money .to increase the salaries of the teachers at Bryn Mawr Col¬ 
lege* Thereafter he introduced the speakers and panel members and had 
nothing further to say during the evening except to receive questions 
from the audience and to submit these to the speakers and panel members 
for answer* 



T~9 learned on April 4? 1947? that the HISS family was 
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in 
September 1947 they were going to move to New York* 

ALGER HISS confirmed the fact that he and his family were 
going to Vermont in June to T-9 on May 18 ? 1947* 

/ ^ On May 31? 1947? this informant was present when WALTE R 

-^LIPPMANN? a well known newspaper columnist? and ALGER' HISS discussed the 
HOOVER movement toward a separate peace with former European belligerents* 
LIPPMANN commented that such, action - would be a mortal blow to UN to which 
HISS agreed* LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons- of importance so 
that the proper actipiymight be taken and it was finally agreed that KISS 
might speak to JAMES^KCRNES and DE AN ACHES ON* HISS agreed to get to work 
on this matter and vindicated that' he'would let LIPPMANN know of his sue- 
cesSo 


On June 2? 1947? ALGER HISS was interviewed by Special 
Agents CHARLES CLEVELAND and EDWARD L* GEAMPP at his place of employment? 
700 Jackson Place? N* W«? Washington-? D* C*? between the hours of 2;50 
P* M* and 5s 15 P« M*. At that time PUSS furnished the folloYfing informa¬ 
tions 


HISS advised that when he first went to New York City to 
practice law (about 1932 or 1933) he became associated with a small group 
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical 
Association* When JESS became a member of this group it had as its pur¬ 
pose the publication of discussions on labor law principally* HISS does 
not recall his official capacity? -but -does know that he was one of the 
editors of the association’s journal* At the time he became.a member of 
this group? according to his recollection? the following, individuals con¬ 
tributed to the publication of the assopiations JEROME^ KELLER ST El N o, f , 
NA THAN WIT T-, LEE PRE SSMAN a nd ISAD0R]^P0LIER 5 whose wife was JUSTINE/WISE. 

y/ 
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HISS advised that he was not connected in any way with the 
organizational setup of the Juridical Association, but his contact was 
mainly that of writing editorials 0 It was pointed out by HISS that the 
g.roup was very loosely knit 0 He stated that to his knowledge this group 
was not connected with the International Labor Defense, the^flational 
F ederation f orC onstitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guil drTle fur*” 
ifier stated that~Ke'waS" not personally acquainted witk~EAK^^ROWDER and 
he had no knowledge that the mailing list of the Juridics’ff/A.s so elation 
was used to advertise or increase the subscriptions to the "New Masses", 

He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organiza¬ 
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HEL LERST KEN and he 
y/ould be the one who would be in possession of'tne mailing lists o He 
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the 
Juridical Association were or are members of the Communist Party, how— 
ever, he stated that a number of individuals have stated, since his as¬ 
sociation with-the Association, that LEE PRESSMAN and NATHAN.. WTT.T, wwa 
Communists, He further alleged that fieTTOheard that^P OLIER was a 
Communist, He further denied that the International Juridical Associa- 
txon, while he was connected with it, followed the Communist program 0 
HISS left this organisation when he came to .Washington, D, C, in 1933 0 

HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415 
Volta Place, N, Washington, D„ G 0 , however, he denied that he has 
ever been a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 0 
He did state, however, that it is very probable that he may have been 
at one time on the mailing list of this organization He further denied 
membership and affiliation with the Young Communist League, He said he 
has never been, nor was he now a member of the Communist Party, In addi¬ 
tion, he has never been personally acquainted, to his knowledge, with 
any members of the Communist Partyo 

HISS stated the belief that his wife, PRISCILLA, was 
never a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, or 
the Communist Party, He did state, however, that she may have attended 
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from 
that Partyo He denied tha^his brother, D ONALD HISS » a loeal attorney, 
had ever worked for HARRYJ@RIDGES and to the besTof his knowledge 
DONALD was never considered for employment for or on behalf of BRID GE S, 

He stated he was sure that his brother was not and is not novr a member 
of the Communist Party, 

In connection with the allegation that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS 
furnished the State Department in 1939 that -ALGER HISS was an assistant 
to one SAYRE of the Communist Party in 1937, HISS remarked that he could 
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These are FRA.NCIS E.^ 


recall only two individuals by the name of SAYRE c These are FRANCIS„B,.o— 
SAYRE with v/hom he was associated in the State'Department and DA^§AYRE 
who was formerly with the CAB and is now teaching at Princeton Univer- 
sity 0 HISS stated to his knowledge neither of these men were Communists, 

HISS stated that he vras not acquainted with an individual 
by the name of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS <> He said at least he could recall no 
one by that name as being one of his acquaintances , He further stated 
that as far as he can recall no individual by that name has ever visited 
his home on any occasion* 

He stated that he became acquainted with HAROfl^lARE 
while he, ALGER, was working in the Department of Agriculture* He fur¬ 
ther remarked that he was acquainted with C HARLES, ^KRI glSKYwho now goes 
by the name of CHARLES KRAMER, having met him while^both were employed 
at the United States Department of Agriculture* He stated that he has 
not seen KRAMER for quite some time *-a He remarked that he and LEE PR ESSMA N 
have known each other since his attendance at Harvard La?; SchoaU He ’and 
PRESSMAN were associated on the Harvard Law Review, at which time HISS 
wrote an article for the Law Review on the subject, "Yellov; Dog Contracts” , ■ 
He further related that, he has known HENRY COLLINS since childhood, they 
‘having attended'boys r summer camps together7 and he considers COLLINS a 
close personal friend, ALGER'remarked that he is interested in birds and 
that COLLINS is considered one of the top ten authorities on the subject of 
ornithology, COLLINS has often confided his personal problems in HISS and 
HISS has often advised him of these problems, 

HISS could/not recall any person by the name of NATHAN 
E2RL0W, He has known ALICE^ffffiNDHAM since about 1933 or 1934? when she” 

’wa’S' TShning a children's school. Her husband's last name was POWELL, 
but he could not recall his first name. In connection, with the above 


named individuals, HISS could recall 
Neither did HISS know NATHAN GREGOR^ 


so one with the name of „* <P0ST, 
ILVERMASTER, '** 


He denied having met at any time with any group at the 
home of HENRY COLLINS, or any other- place., where government information 
was discussed when those present had no right to the information, Nbr 
did HISS, know of any group of individuals which met together for the 
purpose of making government information available, oral or written, for\ 
the use of unauthorized persons or the Soviet Government, He denied 
having ever met as- a group with the above mentioned individuals for the 
purpose of making available government information to an unauthorized 
source. 
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HISS is acquainted with JQHN^AEL-., having first met him at 
the United States Department of Agriculture in an official capacity,, He 
has also been acquainted with MARIAN BA CHRAGK, who is AST’s sister, having 
met ker for the first, time at the Department of Agriculture through her 
husbando ‘ 



4 :—''HISS has never been known, to his knowledge, by the name 
of ‘'GENE 11 or "EUGENE" , He further knows of no individual by the name of 
on,EUGEN^^ISS having ever been employed' at the State Department,, 

■ HISS admitted that he met 7ICT.0 R.HERLQ in 1934 s but he 
could not recall him too well. Since his original contact with PERLO he 
has had .no further contact with him and does not know of his present- where" 
abouts. He met HAROLD. .GLASSER in an official capacity when GLASSER was an 
official of the Treasury Department, He denied that he had ever placed 
GLASSER in touch with a representative of the Russian Government in order 
that he, GLASSER, might furnish government information to this unauthor¬ 
ised individual, 

HISS repeatedly denied that he had any information that 
any individual in or out of the - Government has ever attempted to or fur¬ 
nished, any government information to an unauthorized person. 

In connection with the voluntary appearance of ALGER HESS 
at the Bureau to be interviewed on March 25, 1946, he furnished the follow¬ 
ing background: He stated that shortly after his*return from London, 
where he represented the United States in United Nations matters, in March 
494-6, he was. called to the office of the then Secretary of State, JAMES 
BYRNES, To the best of his. knowledge BYRNES advised him that eertain“in^' r *~ 
T£v£Huals on the "Hill 11 had furnished BYRNES with information'showing that' 
HISS was too sympathetic with the Communists, HISS can recall only one 
individual on the - "Hill" who was referred to by BYRNES, this being Repre¬ 
sentative COX of Georgia, HISS remarked that he denied to BYRNES that he 
was a member -of the Communist Party or with any group which had Communist 
tendencies, BYRNES told HISS that he, BYRNES, had contacted Attorney 
General CLARK and Director HOOVER of the FBI on this matter. After dis¬ 
cussion with BYRNES on this matter, it was agreed between them that HISS 
should appear at the Bureau voluntarily in an effort to clear the allega¬ 
tions which BYRNES had presented to HESS, HESS stated thereupon he did 
visit the Bureau and talked to Assistant Director LADD on the matter. 
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FollovriLng the foregoing interview with HESS, a signed 
statement was received from him and is being set out as follows? 

"Washington 5 D, C, 

June 2 ? 1947« 

"I, Alger Hiss,, make the following statement to Charles 
Cleveland and Edward L, Grampp whom I know to be Special Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, No threats or promises of any kind have 
been made to me to induce me to make this statement, I have been advised 
that I need not make this statement and I know that it can be used against 
me in a court of law, 

"When I first went' to New York City to. practice law I be- 
came associated with thg»^I nternational Jurid ica l , A ssocdg ti nn. When I be¬ 
came associated this association was a small group which published a 
pamphlet on labor law mainly 0 I was one of the editors of the Association^ 
journal. The following men, according to my recollection, contributed to 
this publication; Jerome Heller stei n s . Nathan Witt » Lee Pressman and Isa- 
dore.JPo lier v whose wife "was” Justine Wise““(pE7)« This’ group was not con¬ 
nected with the International Labor Defense, the National Federation for 
Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guild to my knowledge. To my 
belief Ea rl Br owder did not use the International Juridical Association 
to advertise~t5e "New Masses" or to use the mailing list of the Juridical. 
Association to increase the subscriptions to the "New Masses", I left 
this association when I came to Washington, D» C, X do not believe that 
any of the individuals in the Juridical Association were or are Communists 
but have heard a number of' individuals state the belief, since my associ¬ 
ation with them, that Lee Pressman and Nathan Witt were Communists, I 
have also heard allegations that Folier was a Communist, 


"I have never been a member of or associated with the 
T^ omta l~ ktee for Democratic Action or th.e^I oung Comm unist League, -I have 
never "been nor am I. now a member of the Communist Party”'Neither am I 
personally acquainted with any member of the Communist Party, to my 
knowledge, • . 

"I can recall only two individuals by the name of Sayre 
Fran cis B 0 Sayre, with whom I was associated in the State Department and 
Dan~Savre who was formerly with the C, A, B, and is now teaching at 
Princeton Univei’sity 0 To my knowledge neither of these individuals were 
Communists, . . 
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. "% brother Donald Hiss , a local lawyer, never worked for 

* snd to my knowledge v/as~lievex’ considered for employment for 

or on behalf of Bridges 0 I am sure my brother was riot and is not now a 
member of the- Communist Party. 

I 

": I a® not acquainted with an individual -by the name of 
> xiittaker Chambers. No individual by that name has ever visited my home 
on any occasion so far as I can recall. 

"I became acquainted vdth Harold W are while I was in the 
epaitment of Agriculture. Also X am acquainted with Charles Krivisky who 
is now known legally as Ch arles Kra mer, having met him while - he« was ~em™ 
ployed at the Dept, of AgrTHSTture". Lee Pressman and I have known each 
other since my attendance at Harvard Law School, Pressman and x were as¬ 
sociated on the Harvard Law Review at which time I wrote a "note" for the 
law review on'the subject, as well as I can remember, of "Yellow Dog Con¬ 
tracts". I have known H enry„,Colli ns since childhood and consider him a 
close personal friend. I cannot recall any person by the name of Nath.on^ 
12?1453^ 1 kaew Alice.Mendh am quite well when she vras.runnj.ng a children's 
school in 1933 or 1934. Her husband’s last name wa^Powell, but I can’t 
recall his first name.. • I know no one by the name of vPost. in connection 
v?ith the above individuals, neither do I know N athan ^Gregory Silvermaster. 

. ^ ni have never met vdth any group at the home of Henry 

Collins or any other place where government information was -discussed when 
people who had no right to the information were present. Nor do I know of 
any group of individuals which met together without authority to mak e 
government information, available, orally or written, for the' use of the 
boviet Government.- 

M I first mfet John Abt at the Agriculture Department in 
an official capacity. I have* never "attended any meeting of the foregoing 
type where John Abt was present, neither have I visited at his apartment, 

I also met M arian Bachrac k at the’Department of Agriculture through her 
husband, - 


1,1 have never been known to my knowledge by the name of 
SSi®L. or ‘‘^gene 11 . I know of no. individual by the name of " Gene"..or 
Eugene" Hiss having been employed by the State Department. 


1,1 met with V ictor Pe rlo back in 1934 but I can’t recall 
him too well. I have had no further contact with him since approximtely 
that time and do not know of his. wh.ereabouts at this time. 
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"I met Harold .Glassier in an official capacity as an offi¬ 
cial of the Treasury Department, ~T have never placed Glasser in touch 
7 /itlia Russian representative in order that he might furnish government 
information to this individual',, 

“The foregoing represents summaries prepared by Messrs„ 
Cleveland and Grampp of oral snwers I had previously given to questions 
asked orally by them in a call at my 'office made at their request on June 
2 , 1947* I have read the foregoing four pages and to the best of my 
knowledge they are true and correct 0 I was asked by Agents Grampp and 
Cleveland if I’ would give them a signed statement on the information I 
had given them orally. 


ALGER HESS 

Witnesses: 

EDWARD Lo GRAMPP, F. B. L 
CHARLES Go CLEVELAND, F, B, lo” 



On the. afternoon of June 2, 1947, Mrs, PRISCILLA HISS 
was interviewed at' her home, 3210 P Street, N» W,, by Special Agents 
COURTLAND J, JONES and WILLIAM Ho MAER, The interview began at approxi¬ 
mately 4:35 P 0 Mo and was concluded at 5i00 P, M„ The interview was 
initiated by informing Mrs „ HISS that it was being conducted upon in¬ 
structions from the Attorney General and she was also informed that she 
had the right to refuse to answer any questions and make any statements 
concerning any allegations which would be brought to her attention, 

Mrs, HISS was informed' that the Bureau had information 
to the effect that her husband - } ALGER HISS, had, while employed- by the 
Federal Government, collected' and. secured information from the files of 
the government agency and turned this information over- tp a third party 
who was not authorized to receive same® She was also informed that her 
husband was allegedly a. member of a ring which was: formed for the purpose 
of securing information from Government files and other sources and.de-. 
live ring such information through appropriate channels to the Soviet 
Union, . " .. ' . ■ . 

Mrs, HISS-immediately commented that the aforementioned 
allegation was “absolutely false” and requested that she be furnished 
more information concerning the specific allegation. She was advised ' 
that this phase of the interview would be resumed at a iater time and 
that it was. now desired that she answer questions concerning her know¬ 
ledge or acquaintance with various personalities. 
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In answer to questions put to her., she stated that she is 
acquainted with CHARLES KRAMER, that she has known him for a long time, 
having met-.him while and^her husband, ALGER, were employed by the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture. She added, however,. that she has not seen KRAMER 
for a number of years. She stated that she is acquainted with HAROLD 
^GJ'A.SSER in a social nature, that she has known J OHN«AB T since £he“latter 
was employed by the Agriculture Department,- and has known LEE PRESSMAN 


since the latter was employed as.Assistant General Counsel for the. Departs* 
.meat of Agriculture under JEROME FRANK. 


In regard to HENRY COLLINS and his wife, SUSAN B. ANTHONY II, 
• Mrs, HISS related that HENRY is a personal friend of ALGER HISS, that they 
Jpaow him very well, but that she is only slightly acquainted with SU SAN B. . 
A NTHONY_I Jo Mrs. HISS also described N ATHAN,WI TT as another old. employee' 

' °T hhe Department-of Agriculture‘whom-she and her husband had known many' 


years . 


Mrs. HISS specifically denied knowing VIC.T.0 R 1 .BERL 0. stat¬ 
ing that she had never heard of him. She likewise denied being acquainted 
with HAROLD WARE, saying that she had never heard of him. 

Mrs. -HISS was questioned at length concerning WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS. She immediately- denied ever hearing of the name and elaborated 
by saying, that she “knows no- such persono" It was pointed out to her that 
CHAMBERS was a former member of the Communist Party who i&nnounced' his af¬ 
filiation and subsequently, entered the newspaper, field and that CHAMBERS 
v/as well known. It was also mentioned that CHAMBERS allegedly knew Mr. 
and Mrs. HESS intimately and on occasion was a guest in the. HISS home. 

Mrs. HISS steadfastly denied being acquainted with him or knowing his. 
identity.. . • 


PRISCILLA HISS' was asked if she 7/ere acquainted with an 
. individual whose surname was SAYRE,,.who is reported to reside in Balti¬ 
more, Marylando She' 'denied being acquainted with any individual by this 
name othe^/than FRAI'IClS^B ; . i _SAlSE , formerly with the Department of State, 
and a Professor ah Princeton University also named SAYRE. .She was asked 
if sk&Were acquainted with NATHAN GREGORI_SILTERi‘iIASTER and his wife, 
KELEN^IL'VERrilASTER-, and she replied in the negative. 

■ • Airs. HESS..was' questioned concerning whether" or not she had 
ever^been a-.member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action ar»d 
theap Natiohal League of Women shoppers” She denied membership in the Wash¬ 
ington Committee"for Democratic Action and stated that she"had attended 
meetings of the National League of Women Shoppers but- did not consider 
that she had ever been a member 'and did not feel that the organization 
considered her•a member« 
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PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she, of her own knowledge, knew, 
or had reason to believe.that her husband, ALGER HISS, had ever secured in¬ 
formation from Government files and given such information to an unauthor¬ 
ised person* She replied by saying that she is confident he has never done 
such a thing and added that she feels this is a "malicious" charge * It was 
again related to Mrs* HISS that the Bureau has reliable information that 
her husband.was definitely connected with, and was active in, a ring which 
was organized for the specific purpose of collecting information from 
Government files* Mrs* PUSS immediately branded this allegation as "a 
wild, maliciousj impossible' 'thing*" 


PRISCILLA HISS was asked if she is, or ever has been, a 
member of the Communist Party- and whether or not she has ever attended any 
Communist Party meetings or any Communist Party sponsored meetings* She 
replied emphatically that She is not a member of the Communist Party, never 
has been® and never expects to bej that' she has never attended Communist 
Party meetings and, to her knowledge, has not attended any Communist Party 
sponsored meetings* She was then asked; "If you are, or ever have been, 
a member of the Communist Party, would you admit it?" Mrs* HISS registered 
unmistakable antagonism to this question and branded it an unfair question*. 
She seemed most reluctant to answer the question and finally was told that' » 
her hesitation and apparent refusal to reply would seem to indicate that 
she. intended to answer the question in the negative* After considerably 
more hesitation and finally with obvious reluctance-and a display of' bad 
grace and hostility, she replied by saying that'her answer to the ques¬ 
tion -would be "yes"* She insisted, however, that she definitely considered 
the question of an unfair nature* 


It- was next pointed out to Mrs* HISS that since the inter¬ 
view had reached this point, it would be appreciated if she would make a 
statement concerning how she feels concerning the Communist Party, Com¬ 
munism and Communist ideologies* She replied by stating-that she had al¬ 
ready informed Agents that she is not .a Communist, has never been a Com-- 
munist, and does not expect to become a Communist* • She continued by saying 
she feels that Communism "is hot for us"| that she felt we should not be 
anti-Russian to the extent where this interferes with our international 
cooperation; and that we should not hold' prejudices and should work to¬ 
gether through the United Nations* 


Just prior-to the- conclusion' of the interview, Mrs* HISS 
was asked if she had 'any further cqmments to make concerning the allega¬ 
tions *■ She replied that in her opinion.the allegations were "just abso¬ 
lutely screwy"* She continued by-stating that she felt the interview 
might be inspired as part, of .an anti-ROOSEVELT program, and that she 
could think of no sensible motive for such “impossible" questions* 
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On June 8, 1947, T-9 learned that the*mSS--family expected 
to be away from Washington during the latter part of June and all of July 
1947 9 in Vermont and New Hampshire 0 HESS indicated that he expected to at- 
tend a conference at Dartmouth College in August,, He had also made ten¬ 
tative arrangements to give a talk at the King-Smith School in Washington^ 
Do Co on August 7 on ways in which organizations and individuals can pro¬ 
mote better interpretation of international questions and help or influ¬ 
ence foreign policy 0 

The HISS family actually left Washington, D c Co on June 
18, 1947, and vms absent from Washington, Do C<>-through July 1947o 

T-9 was unable- to furnish any pertinent information until 
September 6, 1947, at which time this source learned from PRISCILLA HESS 
that she was making arrangements for the transportation of her household 
effects to New York City during the middle of September 1947o Mrs 0 HESS 
told the informant that they had obtained an apartment in New York City 
two blocks north of Washington Square just off Fifth Avenue 0 She indi¬ 
cated that they were thinking of selling their home in Georgetown,, She 
also indicated to the informant that she expected to be an. Assistant In¬ 
structor in English at the Dalton School in New York City„ 

Vj£— This informant learned on September 12, 1947, that 
ISHBELMLEE, the wife of DUNCAN^LEE, had taken over some of PRISCILLA. HISS > 
duties/at the Potomac School In Washington, D„ C 0 and that Mrso LEE and 
Mrso HISS had discussed this matter together 0 

It is .to be noted that DUNCAN LEE, according to T-8, was 
also involved in the Soviet espionage conspiracy in Washington, Do C 0 
which that source had describedo 

T-9 reported on September 13, 1947,. that ALGER HESS and 
his wife left Washington, D 0 C 0 for.New York City by automobile on that 
date 0 


ALGER HESS appeared before the Special Grand Jury of the 


Southern District of New York oh March 16, 


at which the facts in 




the allegations of T-8 were being presentedo It was learned that his 
testimony was a duplication of the information he has previously fur¬ 
nished to agents of this office in the signed statement quoted herein¬ 
before o ' 
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Y/ith•reference to the allegations of T-8", HAROLh^GL&SSER 
upon interview in April and May 1947 stated as follows? 


"I first met ALGER HISS in an interdepartmental commit¬ 
tee meeting on the Philippine Islands Independence Act of 1938 o I do not 
know ALGER HISS at all socially and had very little contact with him at 
any time 0 I am, however, much better acquainted with his brother, DONAL D, 
HISS.,, who for some time at the State Department handled International 
Loans and Affairs, which prompted him to have numerous contacts with me 
at the Treasury Department 0 As a matter of fact I have never been so- 
dally acquainted with either ALGER or DONALD HISSo I do recall meet¬ 
ing ALGER HISS on a streetcar in 1945? and on another occasion I met 
him and his wife and child while walking along the Canalo .1 last saw 
him at the Wardman Park Hotel in September, 1946c 


M I would never have been in a position to furnish ALGER 
HISS dr DONALD HISS any official information with' regard to Treasury De¬ 
partment international loans inasmuch as all. of the international policy 
actually emanated from the Department of State itself 0 As a matter of 
fact, DONALD HISS through, his official capacity would be in a position 
to obtain first hand knowledge of any information that I might develop 
through my official capacity in the Treasury Department regarding in¬ 
ternational loans o" 


During the course of the investigation of AIGER HISS' 
based on' the allegations of T-8, the following information was also 
developed* 


It was ascertained that from August 4? 1945, through 
August 31, 1945, five telephone calls had been made to the, HISS resi¬ 
dence in Y/ashington, D„ C. from telephone number 767 at Croton, New 
Yorkc The New Yoyk Division ascertained that this number wa3 listed' 
•to Dr 0 DANIEL Ej^SCHNEIDER, Mto Airy Road, Croton, New York, and was 
discontinued on' September 26, 1945o That office advised further that 
it had been learned through confidential sources that the above tele¬ 
phone calls were collect calls made by Dr. DANIEL SCHNEIDER to ALGER 
HISS at Michigan 0811 in Washington, D e C 0 The latter number was as¬ 
certained to be the residence telephone number of ALGER HISS, 

t . . 

Ajnail cover placed'on the residence address of 
ALGER HISS in Washington, D„ 0 o , 3-120 P Street, N« W<>, 'disclosed that 
during May 1946, ALGER HISS received mail bearing the return address 
of'DANIEL E 0 SCHNEIDER, M„ D., 110 East 87th Street, New York, N« Y» ’ 
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Investigation conducted by. the New York Office in 1946, 
reflected that an individual named SCHNEIDER had rented a cottage from 
MICHELE$IfclBALO of Mt» Airy Road, Croton-, New York, since May 18, 19460 
SCHNEIDER 5 s New York residence was given as 110 East 87th Street, New 
York Gity 0 The New York Office advised that a neighborhood Investigation 
was not advisable at SCHNEIDER 8 s summer address since that neighborhood 
is completely Communistic and CIMBALO was Chairman of the V(estphes tgip ^ 
County ALP and active in Union and labor affairs 0 JM | - 

(A . Further investigation reflected that DA NIEX E DWARD 

/f- SG 5HPER had been born in Cleveland, Ohio and was a neuropsyeffiTfrist 
and: psychoanalyst by profession 0 It was ascertained that from 1935 to 
1939, .he had been an Assistant Alienist at Bellevue Hospital in New York 
Cityo According to New York files, he was a member of a group of the 
Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division who distributed a pamphlet, en- 
titled, "Z~Ray Among the Psychiatry Staff", up to about June 1939 „ This 
pamphlet' urged the readers to join the Communist Party and read the 
"Daily Worker" „ The Bellevue Hospital Psychiatric Division was reported 
to be known as a center of Communist activities and' that the Z<~Ray Maga- 
zine was published by the Bellevue Unit of the Communist Party 0 


Vx'"' It is to be noted 'that T -8 had alleged that one CEDRIC 

BEJnFRAGE had been furnishing her superior in the Soviet espionage ring 
with information 0 During the course of the investigation‘of BELFRAGE 
by_ the New York Office, it was ascertained on February 11 , 1946, that 
BELFRAGE had been in contact with JCSEPHj^IORJpH and that on February 4p 
1946, he had been in touch with one ISADQR]^CHNEIDER<> Both of these 
individuals were described as editors of the magazine "New Masses", " 
and it was noted that JOSEPH NORTH resided at Mt 0 Airy Road, Groton-on-* 
Hudson, New York, and had long been active in.Communist Party circles,. 

In connection with SCHNEIDER, it was reported that 
^ SELFRAGE and SCHNEIDER discussed a new book being written by ALBERT 

yflji-was also indicated that ISADORE SCHNEIDER'S wife n?a" MS N 
B ERLIJ ^CHNEIDER and that she had been employed in the office of' 
^ dAmerasia 11 a't ( the time that that publication had been involved in an 
alleged Soviet espionage conspiracy,, 

The files of the Washington Field Office do not re~* 
fleet whether ISADORE SCHNEIDER is related to DANIEL E„ SCHNEIDER,, 

It is noted further that during the course of the 
investigation being conducted in Washington, . D 0 C„ on. the basis of 
the allegations of T- 8 , it vras determined that DAVID^WAHL at that 
time a resident of Washington, D 0 C„ was a contact of many of the 
individuals allegedly involved in. the Soviet espionage ringo 
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In connection with WAHL, it is interesting to note that 
T-14, a former member of the Communist Party in Washington, D» 0 o who has 
furnished considerable reliable information in connection v/ith Communist 
Party matters, stated that the informant knew DAVID WAH L to have been a 
member of the Communist Party in Washington, D® Co in~the late 30s and 
that WAHL had told the informant that espionage was one of the reaons why 
he had been sent to Washington, D„ C» by his Party superiors 0 This in¬ 
formant related that WAHL made regular trips between Ne>7 York^City .and^^T 
Washington, Do C. at bi-weekly intervals at that tirn^f ^ 1^1 

T-10, a completely reliable source, advised at the end 
of April 1947 that he had learned'from, MARI JAW KEENEY, another indivi¬ 
dual who was identified as a contact of many of/the members of the alleged 
Soviet espionage ring l-n Washington, Do 0 o , as reported by T-8, that a 
DAK and HELEJPSCHMEIDER were guests at the home of : DAVID WAHL, 3 Lexington 
Street, Kensington, Maryland, on the weekend of April 25 j 1947o • MARY JANE) 
KEENEY had seen the SCHNEIDERS there at which time they had discussed an 
interview by FBI agents with N ATHAN GREGORY SILVERMASTER and his wife® 
According to T-8, SILVERMASTER was airing leader in the Soviet espionage 
conspiracy described by her« : 

MARY JAKE KEENEY stated that DAW SCHNEIDER had told her 
that a mentor in New York was bringing out a book in a couple of months 
concerning the FBI in which no holds were barredo It is believed that 
SCHNEIDER referred to. a book subsequently published by ALBERT KAHN® 

T-15 confirmed that DAN and HELEN SCHNEIDER were guests- 
at the WAHL home during the period in question and advised further • that 
SCHNEIDER had sent a telegram to 461 East 82nd Street, New York City in 
which he stated that the telephone service was bad and requested that .he 
received a wire every morning<> 

j T-X6 believed to be a completely reliable source, ad¬ 

vised that MARY JANE KEENEY on April .27, 194Q? had attended a dinner at 
the residence of JACmtARSALKA at which DAN and HELEN SCHNEIDER of New' 

York City were also In attendance® MARSALKA was ascertained by this 
office to have been a contact of many of the individuals alleged by 
T-8 to be involved in Soviet espionage activities in Washington,- D® C® 

Washington Field Office files reflect further that at 
11s 05 P„ Mo on the evening of April 8, 1947, DAVID WAHL and an individual, 
subsequently identified as Br„ DANIEL SCHNEIDER left 110 East 87th 


T* ■ rrT 


Kisseloff-11954 






WFQ 




74-94 


Street,, and after walking around in the neighborhood until 12:10 A» M», 
April 9? 1947n they re-entered 110 East 87th Street, New York City, It 
was observed at that time they were making notes in a notebook,, 



Subsequent contacts between JfAHL and DANIE^SCJEIEIDER 
are known to have occurred,, . —‘ 

, Washington Field^Office files also reflect that 
THURMAN SCRUGGS^WILKINS who in/1940 was reci'uited for Soviet espionage 
in the Orient "by IGNACY SM1UEU?7ITGZAK, advised in July 1947 that 
WIT.CZAK had spoken of a "Dr, Soss" who was interested in international 
relationso WILKINS stated that "Boss” might have been approached by 
WITCZAK to perform a Soviet espionage mission, "Dr^vxfoss" was to be- 
lieved to be identical with CLAUDE ALBEBKBDSS whom YJITCZAK allegedly 
visited when SUSS was Director of OWI inoan Francisco in June 1945« 

It was determined that BUSS had previously been Executive Assistant 
Jo the High Commissioner of the Philippines on the recommendation of 
ALGER HISS „ 


Investigation conducted in Washington, D, C„ reflected 
that the files of the Department of State contained the following mes¬ 
sages 8 


, Radio communications between the Department of State 
and the High Commissioner to the Philippine Islands reflect that on 
December 31$ 1940 s> the following message was sent to the High Commis¬ 
sioners 


"Message 6460 Further reference your 916, September 1 0 ” 

"Mr„ CLAUDE ifBNBUSS now on faculty of University of 
Southern California$, Los Angeles, is available to come to Manila 
immediately as Executive Assistant„ BUSS’ is about thirty-six 
years old, married, and has two children, eight and ten respec¬ 
tively, He .is 'former Foreign Service Officer who has served in 
the Far East, A,s a University teacher has specialized in our 
Far Eastern relations. He is a fluent draftsman, has keen mind, 
and pleasing personality. Should be excellent at meeting mem¬ 
bers of business- community and in relations with Philippine, and 
other officials *as had little administrative /experience and has 
heretofore not found administrative duties interesting. However, 
he assured me when in Washington, last week hk believed he could 





\ ■ 
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adequately handle the administrative aspects of a position and 
that he was prepared for a good deal of routine administrative 
correspondence and other work, Ee made an excellent impression 
on me and I consider that he would he satisfactory, and' in dis¬ 
cussing salary I think you should offer him &7500o He is well 
thought/Qf by those in the Department who know him Q Suggest you % 
eonsultj^SALXSBURYo Have, as yet had no response from the' De» , 
partment. of Commerce, ALGER HISS"o , f< - ljl|l,w i l i ■"*» 

Under date of January 3? 1941s Radiogram #7 from the High 
Commissioner from the Philippines was as followss "For ALGER HISS,, your 
6460 Appreciate your finding BUSS., Very favorably inclined toward offer¬ 
ing him position*) Before doing so I should be very much interested in 
knowing your opinion as between BUSS _ and KOEyp i TELD ; who is the better man 
for the job, Also is BUSS bettertha^BERGIilN, if he is available? Have 
. you met/BUSS’s wife, and if so what is she like? Would also appreciate 
W ELD OHjPOKES s opinion of BUSS,, Have you yet heard from Department of Com¬ 
merce? If Commerce has not recommended anyone more favorably than BUSS 
and.if I receive from you favorable replies to these inquiries, I shall 
expect to send radiogram to BUSS offering to recommend Mm, I am anxious 
to lose no time in the matter 0 " - ^ 

On January 3X, 1941? Radiogram #17 was sent to the High 
Commissioner to the Phi3±ppines as follows? "From AIGER HISS, your #7 
of January 3© It is my impression that the most competent persons in the 
Department of State consider that BUSS is under all circumstances better 
qualified than FIELD, Do not consider I am personally familiar enough 
with characteristics and personalities of two men to make definite choice, 
BUSS would unquestionably he able to reach Manila sooner , Have not met 
BUSS 5 wife, but understand from colleagues of BUSS* that she is attrac¬ 
tive and intelligent,) WELDON JONES has not met BUSS who is now in.Cali¬ 
fornian His address is UCLAo JONES thinks highly oMLEE who is mentioned 
in your #945 December 28o I personally should think'xhat BUSS* experi- 
rnce in our Foreign Service would make him better qualified than LEE, 

WELDON JONES has been unable as-yet to locate LEEo" 

The file reflects a copy of'a night letter directed to 
subject oil January 15, 1941? offering him the position as Executive- As- 
sistant to the High Commissioner of the Philippine Islands, 

It. is observed that in 1940 and in 1941- ALGER HISS was 
employed as a Special Assistant tc an Assistant Secretary of State, 


-PENDING- 
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WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 
At Washington, Do Do . 

Wili continue to develop information pertinent to this 
investigation and conclude the investigation requested in Bureau letter 
to Ne?f York dated January 3 » 1949 o 
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INFORMANT PAGE 


T-lo A confidential source of the Washington Field 
Office from whom the active indices of the 
Washington Committee for Democratic Action were 
obtained o 


T‘-2o 


T-3 


T~4» Mrso LECRA FULLER, 2800 Boodley Road, .Washing¬ 
ton () Do Co ■ > 



T-7o Subversive files. Metropolitan Police Department„ 



(With reference to informants T->1, 3? 4 $ 5, 6, and 7, 
the information which they furnished appears in the file entitled "ALGER • 
KISS, Assistant to Advisor on Political Relations,, Department of State, 
INTERNAL SECURITY, HATCH ACTo" All these sources have been recontacted 
in connection with the current investigation with the exception of T-4? 
Mrs® LEGRA FULLER, 2800 Woodley Roadj, Washington, D 0 C„, who is deceased,. 


T~8 0 Confidential Informant GREGORY 
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ALGER HISS. This report will not include information concerning HISS* 
antecedents or his educational and professional background. With respect 
to this information, attention is directed to the report of Special Agent 
LAMBERT G. ZANDER, dated January 31, 1949, at Washington, D. G. in the 
instant matter. 


The files reflect that on a list furnished to the 
Attorney General by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
of Representatives, of which the Honorable MARTIN DIES was Chairman, the 
following information appeared? 

«ALGER HISS ■ Legal Adviser, $5,800 

3415 Volta Place, N. W. Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 

Member Washington Committee for Democratic Action** 

In December 1941 an. agent of this office contacted the 
DIES C&mmittee and ascertained that the basis for placing HISS* name as a 
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action on the list furnished 
to the Attorney General was the appearance of his name on a list in the 
possession of the DIES Committee entitled "Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action’*. No further information was available concerning this matter from 
the DIES Committee. 


T-l advised the Washington Field Office that the name 
ALGER HISS did not, in fact, appear in the active indices of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action^ however, T-l advised that the name of Mrs. 
ALGER HISS, 34-15 Volta Place, N. W. did appear in the active indices of that 
organization. 


T-2, who was an employee of the Department of State, 
advised that he had been acquainted with Mr. HISS for a period of five years. 
During this period, the informant stated nothing had come to his attention to 
cause him to doubt Mr. HISS* loyalty. T-2 stated that at one time he heard 
that Mr. HISS and his brother, DONALD HISS, also an employee of the Department 
of State, were classed as "fellow travelers". Informant stated he was not 
aware of the basis for the allegations. He stated that Mr. HISS was at one 
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time' secretary, to the late Associate 'Justice OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES of the 
Supreme Court. He stated that Justice HOLMES was considered "liberal” 
and added, "But what a'liberal". In this connection, .the informant stated 
in his opinion, Mr. HISS likely absorbed some' of the-beliefs of Justice 
HOLMES during his association, with him, and -that if Mr. HOLMES is classed 
as, "liberal",, his "liberalism".is likely of -the. same quality. T-2 stated 
that it had been his observation that Mr.. HISS is a "stay at'home", and 
does not get about as much as would be to his advantage. Informant knows 
of no activities of Mr. HISS away'from his office. He stated that Mr. 

HISS* wife is possibly "more liberal" than her husband and may possibly 
have membership in "liberal organizations'?.' 

T-3,. who 'was ah employee of the Department of State, 'advised 
that he was hot. well acquainted With Mr. HISS, but that from hearsay and 
otherwise he is inclined to class’Mr.'HISS as a "laski Socialist". 

T-4, who was acquainted with Mr. HISS during the years 
from 1933 to 1935, when he was employed, by the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, described Mr.'HISS as being.honorable in personal affairs, 
but intellectually’dishonest. The informant stated that Mr. HISS, together 
with LEE PRESSMAN, GARDNER JACKSON, FRANK SHEA and others, in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration,'interpreted the Agricultural Adjustment Act, hot 
in the spirit of the law, but in a manner which would suit their beliefs and 
own private purposes. Informant stated that Mr. HISS and his associates sur¬ 
rounded themselves with employees in the Agricultural Adjustment Administra¬ 
tion of their .own^.choosing, whom they knew would fall-in line with their social 
and economic theories. '..This informant stated that it was the definite purpose 
of this group to change our form of Government, and to use the instrumentality 
of the good offices of the Departaient of Agriculture to further their, purposes. 
The informant explained that these individuals in -the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration, instead of administering the law, as it .was intended, to protect 
•the interest- of tenant farmers, deliberately .used the Government's time and 
money in an effort to unionize share croppers’and' tenant farmers. Informant 
stated that "there was- nothing of America--"My Country’ 'Tis of -Thee,, in what 
those boys were doing.". - 

* ' 

'T-4 recalled bits of conversation which the informant 
stated passed between Mr. HISS, LEE PRESSMAN and others during this period. 


Kisseloff-11962 


"fessf - 





* 




TJQ 74-94 


Informant recalled that one of the persons involved had stated that the 
f3 Okies would be the best people to change order, and that Migrant labor 
•was their meat®** Informant stated that the use of professional agitators 
was made in connection with,the attempt to unionize share croppers. T~4 

stated that in this connection, at one time a report was made concerning 
share croppers in the State of Arkansas, and that the report was considered 
a confidential report to which the public was not entitled. Shortly there¬ 
after, some 219 communications were addressed to the Department of Agriculture, 
in the nature of ’’demands” that this report be made public. Informant stated 
that the sources of these communications were traced and were found to be 
organizations which could have no possible interest in the report, or information 
as to its existence, and in many cases it was found that fictitious return 
addresses had been used. T-4 stated concerning Mr. HISS, "If he was not a 
Communist, he was a fellow traveler’*. Informant advised that Mr. HISS was 
one of the organizers of the Lawyers Guild and stated that he possibly had 
tf an overdose of Harvard 1 *. T-4 further stated that he was ’’quite a Marxist”. 
Informant stated that Mr. HISS was very shrewd and that due to his shrewdness 
he was not included in the ’’purge” which took place in the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in 1935. • • 

In connection with the information stated above, and 
attributed to informant T-4, it may be stated that T-4, maintained a diary , 
at the time the events stated above were alleged to. have taken place. The 
diary records the impressions of informant at the time of the activities of 
Mr. HISS-and his associates. Quotations from this diary, which appeared to 
be indicative of the informant's .impressions are stated below? 

’’Administrators, who don’t happen to be lawyers are 
certainly at the mercy of a motley crew possessed of 
appalling energy.” ' 

’’Meanwhile, men who have- never been closer to a farm 
than' the campus of Harvard or Columbia, may have flown to 
Arkansas to lend a helping hand to sharecroppers—terribly 
worked up over their sad plight.” 

* 

■ "And if you go to the Capitol, you will find them like 
locusts swarming in Committee rooms—especially the 
Munitions Investigations Committee, Civil Liberties 
Committee, etc.” 
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W I am sick when I see at close range men using the 
undoubtedly high purposes and motives of the President, 
to put over their fantastic ideas, financed beyond 
their wildest dream., And do you think the group of 
whom I speak could await the slow process of education 
in order to better conditions? That gives them a 
laugh.” 

"Honest men, in sympathy with the Presidents program, 
simply cannot conceive of the situation.” 

”1 have no quarrel with their being anything they want 
to be, but I do object to .the mantle of democracy 
being used in the way it is. And I do object to the 
superciliousness of this group when dealing with the lawyers 
not <£ their own breed. And, as to Government service? 

They don’t know what it means. / Just say, as actually 
happened, that such a thing could not be done. The 
question shot back promptly was, ’Why’? Because there 
is a law which prohibits it they were .told. The answer 
came back promptly, ’Oh, we’ll change that'. And, by 
golly, that’s what they are .doing”. 

For instances In the group were JEROME FRANK, with 
three lieutenants, ALGER-HISS, LEE PRESSMAN, FRAM SHEA. 
These men, not Mr. FRANK, brought in a group of men of 
their own choosing.. I smile when I read of political 
appointments. ALGER HISS gave orders not to let any 
Member of Congress even see JEROME FRANK,. because he 
might do what they wanted.” . 

- \ 

”1 begin to believe a few less .’brilliant ’ lawyers, with 
some knowledge of agriculture, and a less socialistic 
viewpoint might have been able to produce laws just as 
unconstitutional.” 

"Men credited with advising the President, writing the 
lav/s, administering them, are seizing the opportunity to 
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put forward their own half-baked ideas. That is being 
charitable to them. Some of them are deliberately trying 
to set one group against another, possibly feeling they 
are honest, but if so, why go to the.trouble of being so 
plausible in disguising their motives that even sane, 
sensible men give them the benefit of the doubt? TChy 
not say, what I’ve heard them say privately? ’Labor should 
run the Government’ said onej ’better for all industry if 
it were run by the .Government’ .contributes anotherj and 
ever and always ’down with the profit motive’,” 

’’When the so-called ’purge’ took place I’ll admit I 
was stunned by its suddenness, but if CHESTER DAVIS had 
not acted then, well, he would not have been the CHESTER 
DAVIS whom I had known of for many years through my 
agricultural contacts. However, not even he, being a 
mere mortal, could have known all the behind~the scenes 
stuff. No one can work with an organization and betray 
it, if he has any sense of loyalty, and no one working 
with JEROME FRANK would betray him - that is, except those 
in whom he placed most confidence - misguidedly. ' So, 
CHESTER DAVIS today has only the most sketchy idea of what 
actually.happened. However, the day after the purge, 

JEROME FRANK’S lieutenants acted according to their 
temperaments..- they ran true to form. PRESS - faced with 
no job, and an opportunist at all times, made the amazing 
statement that he ’had been one of JEROME’S severest 
critics’ and therefore should be retained. HISS, more 
suave, who whs in reality a more dangerous person than 
PRESSMAN because not as obnoxious personally, managed 
to retain his footing and became one of the lawyers most 
relied upon to go to the front - and how many fronts he 
is serving on is a tribute to the young man’s amazing 
energy, plausibility and all around colossal nerve,” 

’’Lets take these three men one at a time. First - ALGER 
HISS, ■k'or months during 1934 he- served with the Munitions 
Investigation Committee - detailed from AAA. He worked 
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on the 1934 amendments to the AAA on the side 
directing his corps of hand-picked assistants. Some 
of the ■work of the Munitions Committee found its way 
into the AAA office - many stenographers were engaged 
in assisting, at a time when we were short of help. 

In the fall of 1934 he was,very busy, all over the place 9 
and when February 1935 came, he managed to stay long 
enough, and work smoothly enough to leave in charge of 
the work at the Capitol one of his trusted subordinates. 

HISS, it seemed, had impressed Chairman-NIE - hence his 
selection for that work. Few people knew how close he 
was to the group pressing for the inquiry. After knowing 
that JEROME FRANK had never signed an opinion without 
AlGER ? s O.Ko and moreover that JEROME signed many opinions 
without going into them fully, just listening to ALGER 1 s 
specious reasoning, and seeing that JEROME had to stand 
the gaff while ALGER landed into the counsels of the mighty, 

I’m willing to give the young man credit for anything, in- 
eluding hypnotic powers.*’ 

"ALGER HISS had a force working under him for a solid year 
■ to prove that all landlords were crooks - to' stir up share¬ 
croppers, and as one agriculturist in a southern State 
pommented - 'into the opinions of the Legal Division there 
are being included more and more, provisions designed to 
overthrow the- land tenure system of the South’. The share¬ 
cropper difficulties.were publicized through the medium 
of farm organizations which sprang up in New York overnight; 

Leagues for this and that; but the real crew worked right 
in our office. lawyers who never came closer to a farm 
than the campus of Harvard, and Columbia, were-all wrought .. 
up over matters in Arkansas." 

T-5* who-was in a position in the Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration to observe Mr. HISS during his employment there, stated that 
Mr, HISS was not one of the persons requested to resign from the Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration in the "purge" of 1935. This informant stated that 
he had no doubt whatever 'that some members of the staff were "extreme left- 
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wingers", and stated that he always felt like GARDNER JACKSON might even carry 
a Communist Party card;. He.stated, however, that he had never considered 
ALGER HISS in the same, light and had no doubt at that time.as to his loyalty. 
He stated that Mr. HISS resigned from the position because he, HISS, felt 
officials of. the Agricultural Adjustment Administration no longer had the 
confidence in him, which so far as. the informant was .concerned, was not the 
case. . ' 


T-5'recalled that one' of the chief difficulties that arose 
, in the 1 Agricultural Adjustment Administration was the attempt of the Legal 
Division to interpret the Act, not' according to the intent of Congress, but in 
accordance with.their own views. In this connection, informant stated that he 
confronted ALGER HISS with the fact and HISS stated the law might .be subject 
to more than one interpretation. 

T-6, who professed'to have been at one time a member of 
the. Communist Party, advised that he was not acquainted with ALGER HISS dur¬ 
ing the time of the informant's membership in the Party. • He stated he under¬ 
stood certain New York Communists had a connection at the State Department, 
through whom certain considerations could be received, but was unable to state 
the source of his information. 

T.-7, who maintains files concerning subversive activities 
in. the District of Columbia, advised, that his files containedno information 
concerning Mr. HISS other than-mention of his name as an employee of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration at the. time of■ the "purge". 

On February 14,- 1-942, Mr. -HISS, after being duly sworn, 
made the following voluntary Statement', the original of Which was.retained 
in the files of this office. He declined to return to this office to sign 
the .statement stating that he saw.no necessity for doing so, inasmuch’ as he 
felt certain the statement would be typed as he had dictated it* 
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"Washington, D. C. 

February 14, 1942 

"Statement of ALGER HISS made in the presence of 

Special Agent G. D. ’KING, Jr.,, and Stenographer ZONA McARTHUR, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. Questions are by Mr. KING. 

"Qo Are you Mr. ALGER HISS employed as an Assistant 

to the' Advisor on Political Relations of the 
Department of State? 

"A. I am. * 

"Q. Mr. HISS, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has 

been, empowered .by the 77th Congress of the United 
States under Public Law' No. 135 to investigate the • 
employees of the Federal Government who are Alleged 
members of the subversive organizations or who 
advocate the overthrow of the Federal Government and 
report these findings to the Congress. The purpose 
of this interview today is to allow you an opportunity 
to answer questions regarding information which" has 
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
concerning alleged activity on your part. The questions 
I am about to ask you may be answered if you so desire, 
and you will be given an opportunity to include .any 
statement which you feel is necessary to fairly 
present your side of this inquiry. A copy of the report 
of this investigation will be furnished to the agency 
which employs-you. In order that the statement may 
have particular .credence, you will be placed under 
oath. Do you have any objections to that? 

"A. Not at all. 

"Qo Will-you stand please and raise your right hand? Do 

you solemnly swear to tell the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 


'MS£?*s£» 
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Mr. HISS, what is your present home address, 
please sir? •, 

3415 Volta Place, Northwest, Washington, D. C. 

And would you tell us please how long you have 
been employed by the Department of State? 

About five and one-half years, I think. 

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action? 

I have not. 

Have you ever attended any meetings of that, 
organization or received any of its literature 
to your recollection? 

I certainly have never attended any meeting, and I 
have, no recollection of receiving any of its 
literature. 

Mr. HISS, are you now or have you ever been a 
member of the Communist Party? 

I am not and never have been. 

Are you now or have you ever been a member of the 
Young Communist league? 

I have hot and never have been.' 

Have you ever attended any meetings or received any 
literature to your recollection of these two 
organizations? 
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Not to my recollection have I received any 
literature, and I know I have never attended 
any meetings. 

Mr. HISS-, do you now or have you ever advocated 
the overthrow of the present form of Government 
which we enjoy, in the United States? 

I certainly have not. There is only one Govern¬ 
ment that I want to overthrow and that is HITLER’S. 

Mr. HISS, have you ever advocated disloyalty 
to our- present form of Government? 

I have not.' 

At this time, Mr. HISS, you may have the opportunity , 
of making any statement you deem pertinent to this 
inquiry you so desire. 

Well, that is a big order. I think the best state¬ 
ment I can make is really a question. This all 
comes as a 'great surprise to me, and I’d like to 
find out what it is all about if it is .proper to 
ask. I have'always been a staunch supporter of the 
ROOSEVELT administration ever since it came in. 

As I informed you at the beginning — possibly then 
you didn’t quite grasp, not knowing what was coming 
later —..that under Public Law No. 135 which was 
passed by the 77th Congress, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was empowered by that Congress under that 
Law to investigate the employees of the Federal 
Government who are alleged members of subversive 
organizations. 

It was the word alleged .that I was addressing myself 
to. I wondered what the allegations were, because it 
was news to me. I think the purpose of the resolution 
is laudable. 
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I am not at liberty to furnish you the information 
from the files. 

But if you could give me some indication of what 
it' was you had in mind, I would knew what to address 
my statement to. 

•I couldn’t give you any indication. The only indica¬ 
tion is by the questions I have already asked you 
as to what the allegation could possibly be. That is 
all I am at liberty to furnish you. 

As far as the statement is concerned, not knowing the 
allegations which were referred to in the Statute, I 
don’t know what particular kind of statement would be 
helpful. My background and record, I assume, are 
available to you anyway. I am a lawyer’by training.' 

I have been employed by the Federal Government half 
of the time since I graduated from law school, and 
the rest of the time I was employed in a private 

law firm in Boston and New Tork. I came down here in 

1933 at the behest .of the Government. I remained 
according to my statement at the behest,of the Govern¬ 
ment. I think I could have made a good deal more money 

if I had stayed.in the private.-practice of law-in 

New York. My reason for coming to Washington was 
not to make money, but to be helpful .to the country. 

As a lawyer, I don’t ascribe any significance to 
self-serving statements, but without knowing what 
specific kind of things you have in your files, which 
it is not proper for you to disclose, I really don‘t 
know what to say that would be helpful to you in 
the way of a statement. 

Well, this is not a hearing. This is purely a 
voluntary interview, and the interview is made a 
part of the investigative report in our file. Is 
there anything further you wish to say? 
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resided at 3415 Volta place,. N. 


I f d like to ask whether I am at liberty to inform 
my immediate superior of the Department of State 
of the fact that you called me in here. 

That is entirely up iio you'.' 

At the time the above information was developed, HISS 


Washington, D» C., and was Assistant to 


the Advisor on Political Relations of the Department of State. 

On May 4, 1945, the Bureau furnished this office with 
certain notes which had been made by Mr. A. A. BERLE, former Undersecretary 
of State, U. S. State Department, who received the information from one 
YJHITTAKER CHAMBERS in September 1939. It was stated that CHAMBERS was an 
admitted member of the Communist Parity from 1924 to 1937, and at One time 
•was Editor of the ’’Daily Worker” and subsequently was Editor of ’’New Masses”. 
CHAMBERS had pointed out that the Communist Party at that time was'interested 
in the organization of a Government Underground in Washington, D. C., and 
this underground movement was originally headed by HAROLD WARE. 


^London 


The following is set out from the original notes; 
Underground Espionage Agent 


(1) Dr. PHILIP.ROSENBLIETT - Formerly of (41st St. & B’way, NE) 

Dr. GREENBERG - MD (West 70th 'NY 
Brother-in-law 

American leader of British Underground C. 

Head in America Mack-Horen (alias Philipovitch 
- allegedly.Yugoslav) - 
real name - ? 

ROSENBLIETT - In U.S. ' ' 

connected with Dr. ISADQR MILLER - Chemist’s Club - 41st St. 

Chemist, Explosive Arsenal, Picatinny, N. J. 
was ’front* behind MACK MOREN existed - in 
MILLER'S employ 

Knew PRESSMAN - his alias'was ’COLE PHILIPS’ - 
Introduced him to MACK MOREN, buying arms 
for Spanish (Loyalist) Gov’ts - 
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PRESSMAN - as counsel - helped MOREN - made 
a flight to Mexico -with him; forced down 
at Brownsville, _ Tex. in late ’36 or. early 
’37 - probably fall of '36. 


PRESSMAN 

I 

Underground- organized by the. late HAROLD WARE; PRESSMAN 
was in his group - (1932-3??) PRESSMAN then in the 
A.A.A. - 

NATHAN WITT - Secretary of the NLRB - head of the 
underground group after HAROLD WARE r- 

JOHN ABT - followed WITT in that group - 
. . Tax Div'n - Dep’t of Justice & now 

in CIO (M. WARE’S widow - JESSICA. SMITH 
Ed. Soviet Russia). 

Mr. AB.T - Sister: MARION BACHARACH - Secretary 
- Communist from Minnesota. 

(JESSICA .SMITH} With Rauters in 1926- - 
, friend.of LOUIS FISCHER) 

Meeting placet JOHN ABTts house - 15th St. 

CHARLES KRIVITSKY - alias CHARLES KRAMER - (C.I.O.) 
worked. in. La ■ F.ollette. Committee - . 

Physicist.. ' , 

VINCENT RENO - Now at Aberdeen Proving Grounds - 
Formerly CP Computer - Math. Assist, to 061. ZORNIG 
organizer under (Aerial bomb sight Detectors) ■ 
alias ’LANCE CLARK.’ . ■ 

PHILIP RENO ~ in Social Security (??) 

was head, of Underground Trade .Union Group 
Political leader , 

ELINOR NELSON , treasurer of Fed. Employees’ Union - 
(Fed. Workers' Union,. C.I.O. -?'headed by 
JAKE BAKER) . . . 
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RENO connected with Baltimore Party 

organizer.- BENJAMIN (BUNDEl) FRIEDMAN 
alias FIELD - then California - then Russia' 

- now organizer for Baltimore & Washington 
of A.bove-Ground Party - Underground connections - 

State 

Post - Editorship, Foreign Service Journal 
was in Alexandria Unit of CP - in 
’Underground Apparatus* - 
DUGGAN - LAURENCE - (Member .CP ??)' 

? . 

(WADLEIGH) WADLEY - Trade Agreement Section 
LOVELL - » . '* . « 

Communist Shop Group 

ELINOR NELSON - LAURENCE DUGGAN - • J.ULIEN WADLEIGH - 
West European Div’n - FIELD - still in 

(LEVINE says he is out went into I..E.O. 

.Then in Committee for Repatriation • 

His leader was HEDDA' GCMPERTZ 

'LAUGHLIN CURRIEs: Was a .‘Fellow Traveler* - 

, helped various Communists -.never went the.- 
whole way.- - 



S.E.C« - 

PHILIP RENO - used to be 



SCHLOMER ADLER (S.OL ADLER?) 

Counsel’s. Office ... 

Sends weekly reports to C.P. (Gen.- Counsels Office) 
FRANK COE — Now teacher at McGill. 

There are two: brother - -One of them 
in CP’s * Foreign Bureau* BOB COE. 
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Known, from PETERS - formerly in Bela Kun 

Govt. Agricultural Commissariat - called Gandosz(?) 
Then to;Russia - then here,, in Business Office of 
Communist paper jUj Elori’ - then,, after 1929 - 
• head of CP.'Underground, lived in Hamilton' Ap*ts. 
Woodside, L. I. - under alias 'SILVER’ 
lectured in Communist camps - 
Friend:' ’BLAKE’ of ’Ffeiheit’ - Real name - - 
WEINER - American: Polish Jew. - 

PETERS was responsible for Washington Sector 
Yfent- to Moscow where is. he now.? - 
Wife - a' Comintern courier. - • 

■West Coast' - Head: ’The Old Man’ - VOLKOV is 
his real name - daughter a Comintern 
courier.. He knows the West Coast - 
underground - Residence: San Francisco 
or Oakland - 


' ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG - Politburo - 

member of the Exec.. Committee 
Head of GPU in U.S. 

Works with PETERS 

Plans for two Super-battleships - 
secured in 1937 - who gave.- . 

KARP - brother-in-law of MOLOTOV - working 
with SCOTT FERRIS, got this released - 

Now: Naval Architect working on it, why?? 

FIELD was original contact • • / 

He .introduced DUGGAN to GOMPERTZ (HEDDA). 
"DUGGAN’S relationship was casual - - , 

Shall excuse? - Where is HEDDA 
GOMPERTZ? - 

DUGGAN & FIELD supposed to have 
been both.members of party, t 
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DONALD HISS 


(Philippine Adviser) 

.Member of C.P. with PRESSMAN & WITT - 
Labor Dep’t. - Asst, to FRANCES PERKINS. - . 
Party wanted him there - to .send him 
as arbitrator in BRIDGES-trial - 
Brought along, by brother - 


ALGER HISS~ 

Ass»t to' SAYRE - CP - 1937 
Member of the Underground Com. - Active 
• Baltimore boys - 

Wife r PRISCILLA. HISS-' Socialist - • 
Early days of .New.Deal 


~ Wren LOY HENDERSON interviewed Mrs. RUBENS his report immediately 
went' hack. to Moscow. Who sent it? - Such came from Washington„« 

WHITTAKER CHAMBERS.was interviewed on May 10, 1945, by 
agents of the New York Office in his offices in' the Time and Life Building, 
Rockefeller .Center, New York City. During the course of this .interview, 
CHAMBERS stated that after a term .of .service as Editor of the "New Masses" 
he was brought in contact with a man'whom he -knew simply as ARTHUR. ARTHUR 
introduced CHAMBERS to a man whom he recognized as a former Treasurer of 
a Hungarian Communist newspaper who had also published' numerous articles on 
• Commuriism under 'the name of J. .PETERS. ARTHUR introduced this man as PETER. 

The latter told CHAMBERS that CHAMBERS would act as a courier between himself 
and ARTHUR until further notice.'. During the course of this, interview, 

CHAMBERS also related considerable information which had come to him concerning 
the operations of the Soviet intelligence service with which he believed 
ARTHUR to be associated. In.approximately 1935 his courier activities between 
ARTHUR and PETER" ceased. . At that time-he was instructed by PETER to‘contact 
HAROLD -WARE in Washington, D. .C., and was told that he .would act. as a connect¬ 
ing link between HAROLD WARE in Washington and PETER in New' York-City. 
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' In approximately 1935 he was instructed by PETER to contact 
HAROLD WARE in Washington, D. C. and was told he would be the connecting link 
between YfARE and PETER in New York City, and that in addition, to these activities 
as a courier he would also serve as a morale officer giving people talks and 
indoctrination talks to the Underground group headed by WARE. CHAMBERS ex¬ 
plained that WARE was the leader of a group of men composed of government 
employees in.high salaried positions who were Communist members, but whose 
activities with the Party as such had ceased when they were transferred to the 
Underground of the Communist Party. He stated further that there were several 
organizations of this Underground, each consisting of approximately six to ten 
individuals who did not know of. the existence or members of any of the other 
units but who maintained liaison through the leaders. He advised that he, him¬ 
self, was the liaison between the. particular unit headed by HAROLD WARE and 
PETER, and .that he did not know of any of the operations of the other liaison 
men between PETER and underground Units in Washington, D. C. He stated that 
the organization headed by WARE was composed of approximately eight individuals, 
and that almost everyone .of these, was himself a leader of another underground unit 
operating in Washington §nd consisting of six to eight members.' 

CHAMBERS stated he identified the following individuals as 
'having been members of the particular Underground unit in which he was interested: 


JOHN ABT 
' LEON PRESSMAN 
HENRY COLLINS 
NATHAN' PERLOW 


CHARLES KRAMER 
ALGER HISS 
DONALD HISS- 
' NATHAN WITT 


.He stated there were two other unidentified individuals, 
one of whom had the last name of POST. 


. . According to CHAMBERS, this group had. as its meeting place 

the violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE, the sister of HAROLD WARE, which was 
located, above a florist shop'on.-Connecticut Avenue at Dupont Circle. They also 
met in the homes of the- individuals comprising the group. In addition to the 
violin studio belonging to HELEN WARE, hestated meetings were heldat JOHN ABT's 
house on 15th Street; the apartment of HENRY COLLINS on St. Matthews Court over 
a garage, which was the'principal meeting place of the group, and that one night 
they met at the home of KRAMER.. 
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In connection vdth ALGER HISS, CHAMBERS recalled that while 
he was in the Agricultural Adjustment Administration he had met on several 
occasions with HAROLD WARE'S group, and that he had usually attended when the 
group meetings were held at HENRY COLLINS' house. He added that,when HISS 
went Into the NYE Committee which was investigating armaments, he was segregated 
from the group and had no more official contacts with them but did meet 
socially with a lot of them and was particularly close to JOHN ABT's sister, 
MARION BACHRACH. 



Ihen CHAMBERS was asked whether or not he believed that 
HISS might have broken with the Party, he stated he had no reason to believe 
he may have dropped out, and as -a reason for this belief explained that after 
he had broken with- the Party he had made a special trip to HISS’ home in 
Georgetown,. Washington, D. C., with the purpose of talking HISS into breaking 
away from the Party. CHAMBERS explained that' when he arrived PRISCILLA HISS 
•was the only one there and while CHAMBERS momentarily excused himself to go 
to the bathroom he observed Mrs. HISS immediately .go to the telephone 
obviously to get in touch with Party members. CHAMBERS immediately returned 
to the room and awaited the arrival of ALGER HISS. 

When HISS arrived they had dinner together at his home and 
then CHAMBERS talked with. HISS all night long in an effort to persuade HISS 
to. leave the Party. CHAMBERS stated that with tears streaming down his face 
HISS had refused to break vdth the Communists and had given as a reason for 
not breaking his loyalty to his friends and principles. CHAMBERS stated his 
reason in going to HISS in order to get him to break away from the Communist 
Party was that he personally thought an awful lot of HISS and considered him 
an intelligent and decent young man whose better judgment should have led him 
to break with theCommunist movement. CHAMBERS pointed out that in his opinion 
one of the strongest reasons for HISS' maintaining contact with the Comnunist 
Party was the fanatical loyalty to.the Communist Party on the part of HISS’ 
wife. ' 


.In' November 1945> T-S, a confessed Soviet espionage agent 
and courier, furnished considerable information concerning- the operations of a 
Soviet espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C.. This informant alleged 
that HAROLD GLASSER, an employee of the U.‘ S. Treasury Department, had been 
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a member of the ring, and stated that GIASSER had been working in Europe for 
the Treasury Department and had dropped out of the so-called PERLO group in 
Washington, D; 'Co, which group the informant had named as one phase of the 
espionage conspiracy. The informant stated that VICTOR PERLO, alleged head of 
this group, had - told her that GLASSER had asked him if he, GLASSER, would be 
•able to return to the PERLO group. PERLO, in explaining why GLASSER had left 
the group originally, stated that GLASSER and one or two others had been 
taken some time before by an American in a government agency in Washington, 

D. C., and had been turned over to some Russian. PERLO told the informant, 
that he did not know the identity’ of this American, and that CHARLES KRAMER, 
also a prominent figure in theespionage ring, as far as he, PERLO, knew, was 
th'e only person who had possession of this information. While talking with 
KRAMER at a later date in New York City, the informant brought this matter up 
and KRAMER stated that the person who had originally taken GLASSER away from 
the PERLO'group was named HISS and that he was employed by the U. S, State 
Department’-© 

o 

The informant stated that "JACK 1 *, a Russian contact, advised 
of the. information relative to'GLASSER and in the Spring of 1945 the informant 
obtained an' article concerning the State Department from the newspaper "PM" 
in which HISS was mentioned. At that time '’JACK 11 stated to the informant that 
he had learned the identity of HISS. 

The informant stated further that on one occasion, GREGORY 
SILVERMASTER, another alleged member of the espionage ring, complained to the 
informant that VICTOR PERLO was upsetting existing arrangements among the 
members vof his group in Washington and asked if the informant could do some¬ 
thing to remedy the situation. The informant told "BILL", a Russian contact, 
about the SILVERMASTER complaint' and he stated that .he knew a person named 
'’GENE 1 ', who could “lay'down the law to those boys and straighten them out*. 

The informant stated that it was his impression he was referring to HISS who 
had been mentioned in the "PM" article and who was'stated to be an advisor to 
DIM' ACHESON in- the State Department. 

As a result of the allegations, of T-8, an investigation was 
instituted' by this office late in November 1945, in the course of which the 
following information .was developed. Unless noted to the contrary, this 
information was furnished by T-9, a source close to ALGER HISS and his wife, 
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PRISCILLA, HOBSOK HISS, to• whom both imparted considerable information concern¬ 
ing their activities and contacts. T-9 is -considered to be completely reliable 
by this office. 

It was determined that HISS, with- his wife and one child 
resided at 3210 P Street, N. W.j that he was- employed at the Department of 
State in the Office of Special Political Affairs. 

Physical surveillances conducted from November 26 to 30, 
1945, reflected that HISS went regularly to his place of employment in the 
State Department, 17th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., during this 
period. 


On the evening of November 27, 1945, an,unidentified man 
was observed leaving the HISS home. He proceeded to 1320 - 31st Street, N. ¥. 
He was subsequently identified as JAMES DONNELL TILGHMAN of that address. 

T-9 advised that TILGHMAJf, who. by that time was a resident, of Baltimore, was a 
visitor at the HISS home on December 28, 1946, and was determined thereafter 
to have been .in fairly frequent contact-with ALGER HISS. Investigation re¬ 
flected that TILGHMAN was .a native of Baltimore who had been employed in the 
Federal government with the Federal Writers* Project, the A.A.A. and finally 
the Department of State. 


'On the evening of November 30, 1945, a couple subsequently 
identified as HAROLD W. STEIN and LORIN S. STEIN, visited the HISS home. 
According to'T-9, the.HISSes and STEINs were in touch with one another period¬ 
ically in 1946. Investigation reflected that STEIN had been.born in Neve York 
City and after attending Yale University had been employed as a teacher before 
joining the Government service in 1934 with the F.S.R.C. From December 1935 
to. May 1939 he was with the Works Projects. Administration with a brief period 
in 1938 as Trial Examiner with the National Labor Relations. Board. From 1939 
to 1941 he was Assistant Director of the Hearings Branch of the Wage and 
Hour' Division of the Department of Labor. In November 1941 he joined the 
War Production Board in the Office for Emergency Management-. 


An investigation of STEIN was conducted at that time and 
various individuals with whom he had previously been employed in the govern¬ 
ment service described STEIN as "pinkish* 1 , “definitely leftist and otherwise 
Communistically inclined'*. ' 
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One RALPH DeSOLO of Brooklyn, New York, a former member 
of the Communist Party, and one EDWIN BANTA of New York, also a former 
member of the Conmunist Party, stated that STEIN had permitted a sitdown 
strike in a Federal Arts Project under his supervision in New York City. 

The indices of the House .Committee oh Un-American Activities list STEIN 
as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action and Mrs. 

STEIN as a member of the Washington Bookshop Association. Both of these 
organizations vrere cited by the Attorney General of the United States as- 
coming within the,purview of Executive Order 9835 o 

Physical surveillances reflected that among HISS’ 
associates at the Department of State were ISAAC N. P. STOKES, 11$ 

GORDON B. STRONG and ELWOOD N. THOMPSON. T-9 reported that THOMPSON and 
HISS appeared to be very friendly and that their business relationship 
appeared to carry over into the social field. . The files of this office 
contained no information concerning these individuals. 

On December 1, 1945, HISS and his family visited his 
brother, DONALD HISS at 3030 Q Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. On December 
2, 1945, the HISS family drove to Baltimore and visited HISS’ mother, Mrs. 
CHARLES A. HISS• and his sisters, LUCY and MARY C. HISS. That evening Mr. 
and Mrs. HISS visited the home of LEONARD OUTHWAITE, 1708 - 21st Street, 

N. ¥., Washington, D. C,, and the home of his brother, DONALD HISS at 3030 
Q Street, N. W. Mr. and Mrs. OUTHWAITE visited the home of ALGER HlSS^on 
the evening of December 4,. 1945. OUTHWAITE was identified as a former 
employee, of the Veterans Administration, the National Resources Planning 
Board, the War Production Board and the Federal Security Agency and as a 
Lecturer and Author of some prominence in the field of Anthropology. 

On the morning of December 4, 1945, a .couple subsequently 
identified as Mr. and Mrs., BEN T. MOORE, of 3101 P Street, N. W., Washington, 
D. C., were observed being driven downtown by Mr. and Mrs. HISS in the HISS 
automobile. This couple had also visited the HISS on the evening of November 
29, 1945. BEN MOORE visited the HISS home'for dinner on September 21, 1946, 
and according to T-9, the two families were apparently quite friendly with 
each othero Investigation reflected that MOORE had been born in New Jersey 
and after attending Swarthmore College and Columbia University he served- as a 
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Research Assistant for the U. S. Senate Munitions Committee in 1934 and 1935° 
From 1939 to 1941 he was an Associate Economist with the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and from 1941 to 1943 he was employed by the Office of Production 
and Management and the War Production Board. He entered military duty in the 
Summer of 1943* His wife was employed by the War Department in 1944, accord¬ 
ing to a credit report. 

On the evening of December 8, 1945, Mr. and Mrs. HISS visited 
the Metropolitan Club and later-visited the house of Mr. and Mrs. JOSEPH COT 
GREEK, 10 Quincy .Street, Chevy Chase/Maryland. Mr. GREEN was identified as an 
employee of the Department of State. 

On the evening of December 10, 1945, Mr. and Mrs, HISSwere 
the guests of LAWRENCE MEREDITH CLEMSON SMITH of 3230 Reservoir Road, N. ¥., 
Washington, D. C; SMITH was identified as a State Department employee who had 
previously been with the Federal Security Agency and the Office for Emergency 
Management, the Department of Justice, the Security and Exchange Commission, 
the National Recovery Administration and the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
since 1933• Mrs. SMITH was reported to be a member of the Washington Committee 
for Democratic Action,' mentioned hereinbefore. 

* 

At approximately this time, T-10, a completely reliable 
source who had close personal contact with both ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS, 
advised that PRISCILLA HISS had indicated that ALGER HISS would sail for London 
around December 27 or 28, 1945° This informant also reported that both Mr. and 
•Mrs. ALGER HISS had been spending a lot of time on the problem of. Atomic Energy 
which was related .to his ; work on the Unitgd Nations. HISS was reported to be 
working actively on this and Mrs. HISS had been attending daily Senate hearings 
on the subject. Together they had been attempting to read and understand the 
SMITH Report. On December 15, 1945, T-9 learned that ALGER HISS was reading 
HENRI D. SMYTH*s book "AtomiO Energy for Military Purposes'*. 

, On December 18, 1945, T-9 learned that PRISCILLA HISS had 
been in'-contact with an .individual known to the informant only as LOLA. 

On January 18, 1946, they discussed the Town Hall program of January 17, 1946, 
the topic of which was "What Does the Returning G.I. Expect at Home?'* During 
this conversation, Mrs. HISS described the audience as the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce and stated they had nevertheless given terrific applause to the very 
progressive remarks’of BILL MABLDIN, the Cartoonist and another individual. 
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The individual known as LOLA stated she had liked the statement in "which the 
speaker had said that he was going to join two organizations, the American 
Legion and the Union, and added she also liked the point that veterans after 
all were not capitalists that they were laborers and were essentially wage 
earners. Mrs. HISS stated that that is what democracy is and that there 
were thousands who are incipient leaders and could go to Congress tomorrow. 

This individual was subsequently identified as Mrs. ROBERT WYMAN HORTGN, also 
known as LOLA G. HORTON® She was a member of the Washington Committee for 
Democratic Action. 


Confidential Informants reported that she was generally 
regarded as a radical and had possibly participated in the activities of 
organizations regarded as radical. She was reported to have been active in 
consumer organizations in the District of Columbia, was a member of the League 
of Women Shoppers in Washington in 1940 and 1941 and was elected as a 
delegate to the National Convention of the League of Women.Shoppers. Her 
husband, ROBERT WYMAN HORTON, entered the government 1 service as Director 
of Information in the Office for Emergency Management in July 1941® 
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On December 22, 1945, HISS advised T-9 that he was going to 
Baltimore that afternoon to yisit his mother 0 

On December 25, 1945, this informant learned that ALGER HISS 
had notified his brother, DONALD, that he was leaving for London in a few 
days in .connection with a UN Conference to be held in London® 

This informant also reported that during the last half of 
December, HISS was engaged primarily in arrangements for this conference® 
According to the informant, HISS was apparently out of Washington on 
December 19, 1945® 

He departed for New York City on December 29, 1945, and 
sailed from New York City for England aboard the SS QUEEN ELIZABETH on 
December 31, 1945® 

HISS was absent from the United States from December 31, 
1945 until February 20, 1946, on which, date T-9 reported that he had re¬ 
turned to his home in Washington, D® C 0 , having flown back from England® 

On December 30, 1945, T-9 reported that Mrs® HISS appeared 
to be. friendly with one DOROTHEA BLAISDELLo Her name was reported to 
appear on the membership list of the Washington Committee for Aid to 
China, which informants of this office have reported as having been or¬ 
ganized as a Communist front group® Her husband, DONALD CHRISTY BLAIS- 
DELL, was reported to have been in contact with Mrs® HISS during June 

1946-1 

Investigation of BLAISDELL reflected that he had been con¬ 
nected with the Carnegie Endowment for.International, Peace in 1935 and 
had subsequently entered the government service with the Department of 
Stateo His name appeared on an alleged membership list of the Washing¬ 
ton Committee for Democratic Action in the possession of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Un-American Activities® BLAISDELL denied membership in this 
organization in a sig ne U statement furnished in March 1942® 

On February 4, 1946, T-9 reported that Mrs® HISS was en¬ 
gaged in soliciting funds for an unidentified scholarship program aimed 
at raising $1200®00® This informant stated that at this time a woman 
was in contact with Mrs® HISS and advised that she had heard from WILDER 
and that he was expected home sometime between the 12th and the 20th of 
December® This informant subsequently ascertained that YftLDER and MARCIA 
FOOTE were apparently quite friendly with the HISS family and.that there 
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appeared to be considerable association between the two families 0 The 
informant learned further that FOOT had apparently been at the UN Con¬ 
ference in London with ALGER HISS and that the FOOTES had purchased a 
home in Larchmont, New York in the spring of 1946 o 


On February 6, 1946, Mrs. HISS was requested by-one ALICE 
STRONG to assist in raising money for, the National Conference of Chris¬ 
tians and Jews* Mrs# HISS agreed to write letters, make telephone calls 
and take any other action desired in assisting this project,, 

The informant learned on February 9, 1946, that HISS ! s 
return from London was imminent and that he would be in the company of 
Mr 0 COHEN (possibly BEN COHENt) and Mr 0 VANDENBERG (presumably ARTHUR Ho 
VANDENBERG)o 


Mrs# HISS advised T-9 on February 11, 1946, that she and 
her husband might take a vacation upon his return from the UN Conference 
and added that he was to make a speaking trip to Boston sometime during 
Marche It was also learned from this informant that HISS was to accom¬ 
pany STETTINIUS to New York City as soon as the arrival of the UN dele¬ 
gation. there became known 0 

On February 19, 1946, this informant learned that an in¬ 
dividual known to the informant only as HENRY had advised Mrs 0 HISS 
that he had just returned from overseas and would like to, get‘in touch 
with her and her husband 0 (it is believed that this individual may 
have been HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr 0 , .whom other sources had reported as 
recently returned from overseas„) 

On* February 28, 1946, this informant learned that HISS 
would speak on the radio on March 2, 1946, on the Foreign Bolicy Asso¬ 
ciation broadcast and that he might visit his mother in Baltimore on 
March'10, 1946 o 


On March 13, 1946, Mrs 0 HISS told the informant that her 
husband had a speaking engagement in New York City the following day 
and that he expected to attend the UN Security Council meetings later 
that month in New York City D On the following day Mrs„ HISS advised 
this source that HISS was to be in Boston, Massachusetts from March 18 
to 20, 1946, but did not reveal the purpose of this trip„ 
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On March 20? 1946? Mrs. HISS told the informant that ALGER 
HISS had left for Boston March 17? 1946? and would probably go to New 
York on March 24? 1946® On the same day the informant learned that Mrs. 
HISS was going to lunch with Mrs. TRYGVE LIE? wife of the Secretary Gen¬ 
eral of the UN and that she was later going to the Capitol with Mrs. LIE 
to meet Mrs. GONNALLY (probably'the wife of Senator TOM CONNALLY of 
Texas). 


Mrs. HISS told the informant on March 21 that ALGER HISS 
was going to New York and would be gone about a week. However? the in¬ 
formant advised that HISS was at home on the evening of March 25? 1946? 
since, the informant was personally in touch with him at that time. HISS 
apparently returned to New York again since Mrs. HISS advised the in¬ 
formant on March 29? 1946? that her husband was at the Hotel Pennsyl¬ 
vania at New York City. Later on that date the informant learned at 
the .Department of State that HISS would arrive in Washington the fol¬ 
lowing morning March 30? 1946o HISS contacted the informant on the 
morning of March 30 and advised he had returned on the night train and 
that he had been engaged in work involving the UN meetings in New York 
City. 

The informant was personally in contact with HISS during' 
April 1946 ? -only on the 16th and 19th of that month. Mrs. HISS indi¬ 
cated to the informant that her husband was going to New York City a 
great deal? apparently in connection with UN business. 

This informant reported that on April 5? 1946, an uniden¬ 
tified woman contacted Mrs. HISS and requested that she join the mass 
parade to Congress on April 10 to advocate the continuation of OPA. Mrs. 
HISS indicated that she was unabie to get'away from, the house as she had 
no one to stay with her son. 

On April 12? 1946? Mrs. HISS arranged for some one to sit 
with her son on April 14? 15 and 17 and indicated that she had to be at 
the Pan American on April 15 before noon. The informant was not aware 
of the nature of Mrs. HISS's business at the Pan American Union on that 
date. 

Mrs. HISS told the informant on April 16? 1946? that she 
.and her son? TONY? would spend the month of July in Vermont and possibly 
the whole summer. The.informant also learned that the HISS family ex¬ 
pected to share a farm in Vermont with an individual named DORIS who 
was not otherwise identified. 
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The informant also learned on April 19? 1946* that ALGER 
HISS had had a speaking engagement in Baltimore earlier that week. At 
this time HISS advised the informant that he was at that time Director 
of the Office of Special Political Affairs in the Department of State, 

The informant learned from Mrs, HISS on'April 22* 1946, 
that AIGER HISS was going to take a vacation in July and that arrange¬ 
ments had been made to secure a farm for that month with one DORIS SEWELL, 

The informant learned on April 26* 1946* that ALGER and 
PRISCILLA HISS had been invited to attend a large dinner party at the 
home of HAROLD and LORIN STEIN in Chevy Chase.that evening, 

\ 

HISS was ill during the latter part of Kay 1946 and re¬ 
mained at home from his office, T-9 was present on Kay 23* 1946* during 
a discussion between ALGER HISS and JACK ROSS* another employee of the 
State Department* at which time they discussed State Department affairs, 
ROSS indicated that he had had a long talk with ,! D0N" and JACK THOMPSON 
about getting a certain atomic energy man. The informant stated that 
the conversation was largely concerned with plans for a coordinating 
center regarding atomic energy, HISS at this time indicated that there 
were some- papers on his desk at the office relating to the atomic energy- 
matter as well as a draft of a speech for BARUCH, 

This informant stated that ROSS and HISS discussed this 
matter again on May 24* 1946* vdth specific reference to personnel. 

They referred to one SQKOLOFF and his reaction to the atomic energy 
business. They indicated that from the history of treatment by the 
Military Staff Committee* they were uncertain as to just hoyf much the 
Atomic Energy Commission would want the secretariat to do. 

In the further course of discussion* HISS stated that he 
felt they were well organized to take care of the BARUCH procedural 
needs but that he felt that still did not give them any break into the 
substance o He stated he felt it was necessary to get somebody who 
knew something about the atomic energy subsidy question as a part of 
the general disarmament picture. 

On May 26* 1946* a person known to the informant only 
as PORTER contacted HISS, advising that he thought HISS should check 
up on a story by SCOTTY RASSMUSSEN in the New York Times for May 26* 

1946o PORTER advised that representatives of various news services 
and newspapers had been chasing him about the story, HISS stated 
that n he n * apparently referring to RASSMUSSEN could not have been 


- 28 “ 


Kisseloff-11987 






righter had he been inside the department * But KISS did not see that 
that meant that "we 11 , apparently referring to the State Department, 
could say anything to the other people and HISS added that he did not 
know where "he" got it* 

BEN MOORE who has been previously identified in this re¬ 
port was a dinner guest at the HISS home on the evening of May 28, 1946? 
according to this source 0 

On June 1, 1946? the informant learned that HISS was 
still ill but expected to return to his duties in the State Department 
on June 3 « HISS planned to take off the entire month of July, however, 
on June 3? the informant advised that HISS had been taken to Doctors 
Hospital for three days to take penicillin treatment 0 

DOROTHEA BLAISDELL contacted HISS on June 7 and told him 
that her husband, DON BLAISDELL, had returned from Chicago where he had 
been going over the Chicago Roundtable Discussion program* 

On the following day, HISS and an individual believed by 
the informant to be JACK ROSS'of the State Department, were in discus¬ 
sion and ROSS told HISS that HERSCHE.L JOHNSON was coming to the State 
Department that morning and hoped that a decision could be reached on 
the Spanish question* The informant gathered that there was a wide 
division of opinion between, JOHNSON, BEN COHEN, and DEAN AGHESON and 
that ROSS indicated that JOHNSON was a Loyalist* 

HISS is believed to have returned to work on June 10, 
19460 The informant learned that on June 15, 1946? HISS-and DEAN 
AGHESON had a discussion concerning the Health Conference of the UN 
on Tillich HISS was working* 

PRISCILLA HISS told the informant on June 18 that the 
HISS family was leaving on June 28, 1946, for an all-summer vacation* 
The informant vias present on June 24, 1946, when HERSCHEL JOHNSON asked 
HISS if the latter was having a meeting with DEAN AGHESON and if so, 
JOHNSON wanted to have ALGER mention confidentially to ACHE30N but 
not openly at the meeting, the desired voting procedure and also the 
present policy on the veto in the Atomic Commission* HISS replied 
that he would take this up with AGHESON and informed JOHNSON that 
he would immediately give him AGHESON 1 s views on these points* JOHN¬ 
SON stated he was making this request because he wished to follow out 
exactly what AGHESON wanted* 
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On the same date PRISCILLA HISS told the iftr-olrmant that 
the HISSES were planning to spend the night of June 29, 1946 at the home - 
of their friends.the FOOTES at Searsdale, New York, and that PRISCILLA 
HISS was contemplating a teacher’s job at Potomac School on her return 
in the fall* 


The informant learned on June 27, 1946# from PRISCILLA 
HISS that the HISS family was leaving the following day for KELLOGG SMITH’S 
hotel in Chestertown, Maryland# and that they planned on leaving for Ver¬ 
mont on July 1# 1946 o 

HISS and his family were absent from Washington, D« C 0 
from June 28# 1946 until July 31# 1946 0 

On August. 7, 1946# the informant reported that Mrs, HISS 
had been contacted by Mrs 0 HELEN PROVINSE of 315 Spring Street, Chevy 
Chase, who had inquired if Mrs„ HISS belonged‘to the League of Women 
Voters o Mrso HISS stated that she did not but that she always had been • 
a well-wishero Mrso PROVINSE advised that she was going to be chairman 
of the minority group that fall and that she wanted Mrso HISS to work 
on this committee this year« Mrs 0 HISS agreed to do this if she had time 
but replied that she had a part-time job at the Potomac School where her 
son, TONY, would be enrolled;, Mrso PROVINSE mentioned that she was par¬ 
ticularly interested in having PRISCILLA on a Steering Committee of about 
eight people 0 v 

t T-9 learned on August 9 that the HISSES had enrolled 
TONY HISS at the Marjorie Webster Junior College at 16th Street and 
Columbia Road, N, W 0 

DONALD HISS was invited to the ALGER HISS home for din¬ 
ner on August 12 P 1946, by PRISCILLA HISS 0 Mr» and Mrs» BEN'T 0 MOORE 
were dinner guests at the HISS home on August 14, 1946° 

This informant advised that on August 15, 1946, ALGER 
HISS had a luncheon engagement with Mr 0 ADiAI STEVENSON (it is believed 
that this individual is identical with the present Governor-elect of 
the State of Illinois)» 

On August 17, 1946, an individual believed to have been 
HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr 0 , invited the HISS family to the COLLINS 1 home 
for the following day» In this connection attention.is directed to in¬ 
formation previously set forth in this report concerning the alleged 
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participation of HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr® in a Communist underground group 
as alleged by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS® It is noted further that investigation 
conducted as a result of the information furnished by Confidential Informant 
T-8 relative to the activities of an alleged Soviet espionage ring in 
Washington, D® C®, reflected that COLLINS was also a contact of JOSEPH Bo 
GREGG and of BELA and SONIA GOLD who were described by T-8 as members of 
this Soviet espionage ring 0 

Confidential Informant T-9 was present on August 24, 1946$ 
during a discussion between HERSCHEL JOHNSON and ALGER HISS at which time 
they discussed a Yugoslavian matter and both agreed that it looked favor¬ 
able 0 According to the informant, JOHNSON told HISS that the former * 
thought the Russians were more realistic than they are credited with be¬ 
ing sometimes, although he thought they were quite unscrupulous in attain¬ 
ing their own political ends® JOHNSON also expressed sympathy for Greece 
and thought the Greeks had. undergone cruel injustices® HISS agreedo 

The HISS family was absent from their home August 28 to 
30, 1946, according to this source 0 

No pertinent information -was developed- in this case until 
September 24, 1946, at which time T-9 advised that PRISCILLA HISS in a dis¬ 
cussion with an individual known to the informant only as "BESS", mentioned 
that she was teaching the 7th, 8th and 9th grades in English at the co¬ 
operative schoolo The vcoman named BESS commented that the man who drives 
the school bus on which her children traveled was a Fascist and a few 
other things as far as she could determine, but that many other children 
had survived,, him and she considered that the children were above hime« 

Mrs<> HISS asked if this driver were sort of a hard-bitten creature, to 
which. BESS replied that she did not know if he was a Swiss or not, but 
that she had talked to him a little hit and did not like his attitude 
toward any minor races® 

HAROLD STEIN was in contact with ALGER HISS on August 
4, 1946, according to the informant, concerning some matter having to do 
with the UN meetings in New York City® 

On the following day the informant learned that the 
HISSES expected to drop over to visit BEN MOORE and his wife sometime 
over the following week-end® This informant stated that on October 11, 
1946, MAIRI FOREMAN, the wife of Dr® CLARK FOREMAN, who at that time was a 
leading figure in the Southern Conference for Human welfare, discussed 
arrangements with PRISCILLA HISS to place TONY HISS in an art class in 
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which one of the students was a negro girl* whose father was a dentist in 
Puerto Rico, adding that she had met the girl's family through the Sou¬ 
thern Conferenceo She also mentioned that she and her husband were with 
the negroes the night that they were refused admittance to Lisner Audi¬ 
torium* adding that they had been with colored friends from Howard-Uni¬ 
versity and had planned on seeing the balleto She stated that there 
were a hundred of .them and that they were turned away* but that most of 
them had expected it but- had attempted it to see if they would be ad¬ 
mitted© She also mentioned that the group anticipated protesting this 
matter© 


On October 17* 1946* ALGER HISS accepted an invitation 
to introduce the guest speaker at a meeting of the Executive Group of 
the United Nations. Association in Baltimore* Maryland on the evening of 
October 25* 3.946© 

Throughout this time HISS continued to be active in the 
State Department affairs dealing with the United Nations© T-9 reported 
that on November 9* 1946* ALGER HISS and an individual .believed to have 
been FRANCIS B© SAYRE*at that time diplomatic advisor to UNRRA*discussed 
UN matters generally as .well as the possibility of SAYRE getting a job on 
the Trusteeship Council© They also discussed technical difficulties 
facing the General Assembly on Trusteeship Agreements© 

This informant was also present on November 16* 3.946* 
during a discussion by DURWARD B© SANDIFER of the State Department and 
ALGER HISS© SANDIFER stated that his department* the Division of In¬ 
ternational Organisation Affairs in the Office of' Special Political 
Affairs* had been having trouble in getting through the appointments 
of particular people whom SANDIFER wanted to work 0 .The trouble seemed 
to center'around JOE PANUCH who may be in the Security Investigations 
Department© SANDIFER then cited the names of two individuals whom he 
would not be able to obtain* but the informant was - uncertain as to 
their names© SANDIFER stated that he had had other indications that 
PANUCH had an unsympathetic and unhealthy-attitude© 

- One of the individuals whom SANDIFER had tried to get 

. into the section had told SANDIFER after talking with PANUCH that the 
latter took a negative attitude toward SANDIFER ! s unit© HISS agreed 
that this matter must be settled if possible and SANDIFER t:old HISS 
that he might find it interesting to talk-to another unidentified in¬ 
dividual concerning what he knew about PANUCH© 
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In connection with the above* it is to be noted that in 
the spring of 1946* T'~ll advised that there was an enormous espionage 
ring operating in Washington* D® C® which had as its ultimate objective 
the obtaining of all information with regard to atomic energy* its spe¬ 
cific uses as an instrument of war and commercial aspects thereof in 
peacetime® Its purpose was to make such information available to the 
Soviet Union® ALGER HISS, among others* was named by T-ll as involved 
in furnishing the Soviet Union with available information regarding 
atomic energy® This informant added that ALGER HISS was one of those 
in the Department of State who was noted for his pro-Soviet leanings 0 

T-9 learned on November 17* 1946* that ALGER HISS had . 
given a speech at the Northwestern University Law School in Chicago* 
Illinois the previous week 0 On the same date* this informant was also 
present during a conversation between JACK THOMPSON* HISS's Special 
Assistant in the Department of State and ALGER HISS* in the course of 
which they were discussing matters at that time before the Security Council 
of UN concerning technical military missions® The informant stated that 
ALGER HISS gave THOMPSON permission to take home "all these secret and 
sundry papers" because "we" might need them® 

On December 9* 1946* T-9 learned that ALGER HISS had 
been elected President of the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace® 
Newspaper articles published the following day confirmed this and added 
that HISS succeeded Dr® NICHOLAS MURRAY BUTLER of Columbia University 
who had resigned in December' 1945® JOHN FOSTER DULLES was described as 
the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Endowment® The article 
stated that the Trustees had amended the by-laws to provide for a 
Chairman of the Board and a full-time President who would be the exe- , 
cutive officer® ' HISS was expected to .take over his new duties as soon 
as possible after January 1* 1947* following his resignation from 
government service® 

On December 25* 1946* Mr® and Mrs® HISS visited the 
home of BENJAMIN T® MOORE* according to T-9 and on December 31* 1946* 
according to this source,, they were to be. the guests of CHARLES A® 

HORSEY* an attorney in Washington* D® C® 

This informant also reported that on December 25* 1946* 
PRISCILLA HISS' and one ANN TAYLOR discussed a series of meetings which 
were to be held during February and March 1947 at which prominent in- . 
dividuals were to speak on various phases of the Soviet Union Y/ith 
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respect to the political and economic phases of that country,, Mrs,, HISS 
indicated that she wished she could be more enthusiastic about this matter 
but thought that it was a stale idea« She indicated that she would talk 
to her husband about obtaining speakers for these meetings„ 

On December 30s 1946* Special Agents C0URTLA1D Jo JONES 
and WILLIAM R„ C0RNELIS0N observed ROBERT T„ MILLER* III* enter Room 164 
at the State Department at 3*34 Ho M„ This room was the office of ALGER 
HISS 0 MILLER was observed leaving at 4*03 Po Mo’ 

ROBERT To MILLER* III, has been described by T-S as a 
member of the Soviet espionage ring in Washington* Do C 0 for which he . 
acted as courier,, 

It is .noted that T~13 vrho is considered to be completely 
reliable* advised that ROBERT To MILLER thanked ALGER HISS on March 7* - 
1947* for having placed MILLER, in contact with one DENNETT (phonetic) - 
in New York City and' for allowing MILDER to use HISS 11 name* From the 
ensuing conversation* this informant gathered that MILLER was to see 
DENNETT about a Job with a new organisation which HISS described as 
having.to do with the distribution of documentary and informational 
material on the United Nations and. on the United States foreign policy 
in general,, 

On January 8* 1947* Confidential Informant T-9 re¬ 
ported that ALGER HISS and HAROLD STEIN had discussed efforts to make 
contacts in order to get jobs for an unidentified individual known only 
as AL who was interested in the position of General Counsel for the 
United Nations in Geneva and in a position as' Secretary to the Far 
Eastern Commission,, 

The informant learned on January 18 s 1947* that HISS 
would have temporary offices at.522 Fifth Avenue* New York City* after 
February 1* 1947o' KISS was expected to stay temporarily with one HANK 
INGRAM until he found a permanent place to live in New York„ INGRAM was 
described as one of BARUCH 3 s boys 0 

On January 25* 1947* this informant stated that HISS 
was very much interested in the appointment of JACK PEURIFOY in the 
Department 'of State and HISS in this connection verified that PANUCH 
resigned the day of PEURIFOY 3 s acceptance„ 
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On January 30 and 31 this informant reported that HISS had 
been moving books and papers from his office at the State Department to his 
office with the Carnegie Foundation at 700 Jackson Place, N 0 W 0 , Washington, 
D„ Co HISS also mentioned that he was going to make a speech at Baltimore 
and was then going oh to Des, Moines, Iowa» 

On January 31, T-9 reported that HENRY Ho COLLINS, Jr<>, 
had attempted to contact Mr 0 and Mrs 0 HISS 0 Neither had been in 0 

In this connection, it is noted that Confidential In- 
formant T-12 who is considered to be reliable, advised on February 2, 1947, 
that PRISCILLA.• HISS had visited HENRI IL COLLINS, Jr 0 , at his residence 0 

ALGER HISS resigned from the Department of State on Janu¬ 
ary 15, 1947° After February 1, 1947, he was not regularly in Washington, 

Do Co, his duties in the Carnegie Foundation necessitating frequent ab- . 
sences from Yfashington, Do C 0 

T-9 learned from Mrs® HISS on February 1, 1947, that HISS 1 
Nevr York • office was in fact at 522 Fifth Avenue and that he was going to- ■ 
Des Moines, Iowa on the evening of February 12, 1947° This informant sub- . 
sequently learned that in the first half of February HISS spent some time 
in the homes of HATHAWAY WATSON and POLLY SHACKLETON in New York City; 

PRISCILLA. HISS told T-9. on March 8, 1947, that she and ■ 
her son, TONY, expected to visit ALGER HISS in New York City the follow- * 
ing week,, ' 

On March 9, 1947, HENRY HILL COLLINS, Jr e , was observed 
entering the HISS residence carrying a brown leather briefcase« 

T-9 learned from ALGER HISS on March 26, 1947, that he 
and his family had.'been in New York City and had also visited Chappaqua, 

New York, T-9 also stated that he observed HENRY HILL COLLINS,, Jr 0 , 
at the HISS home in Washington, D„ C 0 , on that date and that COLLINS was 
still there on the morning of March 27, 1947° 

; T-9- learned on March 28,. 1947, from Mrs» HISS that 

ALGER HISS -was to preside as Chairman of' a meeting to be held on April 
7, 1947, by the Bryn Mawr College Endowment on the subject, "How Russia 
Does Business" o It was learned that the speakers were to be RAY ELLIS 
of the Raytheon Manufacturing Company, HANS HEIMAN, a German refugee and 
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instructor at Sampson College in New York and author of a book entitled.; 
"You Can Do Business with Russia"? and ERNEST Go ROPES of the Department 
of Commerce and LIVINGSTON HARTLEY? head of the Council for Atomic Re¬ 
search, It was subsequently ascertained that this meeting was held on 
April 7 5 1947? at the Wardman Park Hotel and that HISS acted as Chair"’ 
man of the meeting., He explained that it was a series being held to 
raise money .to increase the salaries of the teachers at'Bryn Mawr Col¬ 
lege., Thereafter he introduced the speakers and panel members and had 
nothing further to say during the evening except to receive questions 
from the audience and to submit these to the speakers and panel members 
for answer. 


T-9 learned on April 4? 1947? that the HISS family was 
going to Vermont in June where they were to spend a month and that in 
September 1947 they were going to move to New York, 

ALGER HISS confirmed the fact that he and his family were 
going to Vermont in June to T-*9 on May 18? 1947, 

On May 31? 1947? this informant was present when WALTER 
LIPPMANN? a well known newspaper columnist?, and ALGER HISS discussed the 
HOOVER movement .tovrard a separate peace with former European belligerents, 
LIPPMANN commented that such action-would be a mortal blow to UN to which 
HISS agreed, LIPPMAN proposed that HISS contact persons- of importance so 
that the proper action might be taken and it was finally agreed that HISS 
might speak to JAMES BYRNES and DEAN' ACHESON, HISS agreed to get to work 
on this matter and indicated that he would let LIPPMANN know of his sue- 

C©3 S o 


On June* 2? 1947? ALGER HISS was interviewed by Special 
Agents CHARLES CLEVELAND and EDWARD L, GEAMPP at his place Of employment? 
700 Jackson Place? N, WWashington? D, C,? between the hours of 2 ?50 
P, M, and 5*15 P, M,. At that time HISS furnished the follordng informa¬ 
tions 


HISS advised that when he first went to Nerf York City to 
practice law (about 1932 or 1933 ) ke became associated v/ith a small group 
of individuals in an organization known as the International Juridical 
Association, When HISS became a member of this group it had as its pur¬ 
pose the publication of discussions on labor law principally® HISS does 
not recall his official capacity? but does know that he was one of the 
editors of the association's journal. At the time he became, a member of 
this group? according to his recollection? the following individuals con¬ 
tributed to the publication of the associations JEROME EELLERSTEIN? 
NATHAN WITT? LEE PRESSMAN and ISADORE' POLIER? whose wife was JUSTINE WISE, 
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HISS advised that he was not connected in any way with the 
organizational setup of the Juridical Association, hut his contact was 
mainly that of writing editorials* It was pointed out by HISS that the 
group was very loosely knit 0 He stated that to his knowledge this group 
was not connected with the International Labor Defense, the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties or the Lawyers Guildo He fur*” 
ther stated that he was not personally acquainted with EARL BROWDER and 
he had no knowledge that the mailing list of the Juridical Association 
was used to advertise or increase the subscriptions to the "New Masses"* 

He believes that at the time he was in this organization, the organiza¬ 
tional aspects were probably in the hands of JEROME HELLER3TEIN and he 
would be the one who would be in possession of the mailing lists * He 
stated that he does not believe that any of the individuals in the 
Juridical Association were or are members of the Communist Party, how- 
ever, he stated that a number of individuals have stated, since his as¬ 
sociation vdth the Association, that LEE PRESSMAN and NATHAN WITT were 
Communists* He further alleged that he had heard that POLIER was a 
Communist* He further denied that the International Juridical Associa— 
tion, while he was connected with it, followed the Communist program* 

HISS left this organisation when he came to Washington, D* C* in 1933* 

HISS admitted that he has previously resided at 3415 
Volta Place, N* ¥*, Washington, D„ C*, however, he denied that he has 
ever been a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic Action* 

He did state, however, that it is very probable that he may have been 
at one time on the mailing list of this organization* He further denied 
membership and affiliation vdth the Young Communist League* He said he 
has never been, nor was he now a member of the Communist Party 0 In addi- 
tion, he has never been personally acquainted, to his knowledge, with 
any members of the Communist Party* 

HESS stated the belief that his wife, PRISCILLA, was 
never a member of the Washington. Committee for Democratic Action, or 
the Communist Party* He did state, however, that she may have attended 
meetings of the Socialist Party and possibly received publications from 
that Party* He denied that his brother, DONALD HESS, a loeal attorney, 
had ever worked for HARRY BRIDGES and to the best of his knowledge 
DONALD was never considered for employment for or on behalf of BRIDGES* 

He stated he was sure that his brother was not and is not now a member 
of the Communist Party* 

In connection vdth the allegation that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS 
furnished the State Department in 1939 that ALGER HISS was an assistant 
to one SAYRE of the Communist Party in 1937, HISS remarked that he could 
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